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truth and importance, it was impoſſible for 


me to view with indifference Ver avowed 
and conſcientious oppoſition to ſentiments 
ſo cordially cheriſhed - and, what I deem, the 
eſſential articles of a Chriſtian's belief, de- 
graded by you into a ſyſtem of the moſt cre- 
dulous and abject ſuperſtition, 
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I preſume to think, their compleat and de- 
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If, in the courſe of this examination, ]- 


profeſs to apply to the evidence of their re- 


ſearches, it is from feeling that, % their efforts | 


have been unſucceſsful, your cauſe muſt for ever 


be victorious; and that, unleſs 1 prove the f 
Herald of your defeat, I could have no hopes ] 
of your allowing to any conteſt of mine the. 


honour of a triumph. 


But whilſt I indulge in the freedom of 


metaphor, believe me, I mean not to give 


a looſe to intemperate zeal: I do not addreſs 


you with the ſpirit of controverſy, nor wilh 


to engage in the bitter warfare of words. 


Though perſonally unknown, I reſpect your 


abilities, and eſteem you. for your private 
virtues; and am happy to add my teſtzmony 
to thoſe, I truſt, of every Chriſtian of every 
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which ever ſide the error lies, it is that, d 
that . we can plead 1 in juſtification, 
Perhaps too (and as teachers of the Word, 
to both of us the conſideration is equally mo- 

mentous) the religion of many may depend 
on the credit of our expoſition; 5 ſup- 
poſing that to be erroneous, the ſuperiority 
of talents, or the acuteneſs of penetration, 
will be an inſufficient apology for the miſery 
we may occaſion: the folemnity of ſuch a - | 
truſt muſt abſorb every with for approbation, - | 
except what proceeds from that Almighty 
Being, who alone can judge of the integrity 
with which we ſeek it. 
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ſincere Chriſtian the ſafeſt deciſion in articles 
doctrines which are to make men wiſe unto 


of be 


viour 
Lord, was enabled to bear the fulleſt teſti- 


mony to the 


an 


BE 
falvation. This as a general poſition* you 
do not deny; and with regard to the authen- 
ticity, and deſign of its publication, that it 
was meant to confirm the authority of the 
former Goſpels, to ſupply their defe&s?, and 
to combat certain erroneous opinions which 
had crept into the church, we certainly 
agree. The point of difference between us 
18, what 222 erroneous opini ons were, Whe- 
ther in defence of what you call the primitive 
Faith, it was written to aſſert the fimple and 
abſolute humanity of Cbriſt, againſt the Gnoſtic 
teachers; or to reſtore 70 its original purity 
that primitive faith our church profeſles to 
avow: Whether we groſly miſconſtrue the 
meaning of the Apoſtle, and involve the 
plain doctrine of Scripture in the fu bſequent 
fubtilties of a myſtical philoſophy, or -whe- 
ther we are zealous guardians of opinions, 


That Dr. Prieſtley queſtions its He in nt caſes 
will appear in the following ſheets.. | 


_ F Hiſtory of the Chriſtian Church, vol. i. p. 144. 4 
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ſupported by its cleareſt declarations: ''Whes 
ther we make the Apoſtle ſpeak the plain 
and poſitive language of Chriſt, or teach him 
to aſſume the myſterious diftates of Parme- 
nides and Plato: Whether, in ſhort, St. John; 
with the reſt of the Apoſtles, was a confirmed 


_—_ 
DU 833 
u . 
22 * 
n 3 5 . 


"ICT py, 
_— 


* BY 


—— het 
8 Y —2 
— 


| Socintan,s* and could have no thoughts of ins 
culcating, becauſe, like them, he had no rea- 


——— 


2 * Pw” © Yer > I eo 
FP 


ſon for believing the divinity or preexiſtent 


5 


ſtate of our Saviour? 


1 5 
3 X 


Here, Sir, we join iſſue; and if it be proved 
that Chriſt made no higher pretenſions than 
thoſe you chooſe to aſſign to him; if the Apo- 
ſtles never conſidered him in any other light 
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Pr. Prieſtley will forgive me the anachroniſm of the term 96s 
einian, but feeling myſelf an Unitarian as much as he does, in 
the appointed worſhip of one true and eternal God, I object to 
the uſe of a general term where we want to mark a,_/peczfick dif- 
tinction. The followers of Emanuel Swedenbourg are to the 
full as rigid Unitarians as Dr. P. and yet he muſt allow there is 


an eſſential difference in their reſpectiue forms and mode of 
adoration, 
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than that of a man approved of Ged by figns and 
wonders which he did by him; and if nothing 
can be alledged from the New Teſtament in 
favour of a more exalted nature; then, Sir, 
let us haſten to acknowledge, and with be- 

coming humility to renounce, the ſuperſti- 
tious errors of our church; let us no longer 
_ defer making a candid and publick avowal of 
that genuine and rational faith,* which you af- 
firm many among us already (though from 
 timidity, or ſome other motive, which you do not 
undertake to defend, we ſcruple to declare our 


= ſentiments) ſecretly profeſs; let us remove at 


once the great abomination F our idolatrous 
worſhip, and rejoicing with our new legiſlator 
Socinus in the importance of the diſcovery, | 
bid Chriſtianity reſume its priſtine vigour, 
by forwarding the general declaration that is 


© Addreſs to the Jews in Dr. Prieſtley's Preface to his Sermon 
on the Reſurrection, p. 16—21. 


f Vide Tillotſon's Sermons, fol. ed. vol. i. p. 420. Alſo Dr. 
Edyard's Preſervative againſt Socinianiſm, part iv. p. 84. 


now 


E LA 
nod ready to take place in favour of his juſt and 
anadulterated conceptions of the religion' we are 
taught to obey. 477 eee 


** 
. 


Before, however, we entirely abandon the 
paths in which our fathers have trodden, 
before we deſcend” to this act of humiliating 
conceſſion, to which the moſt candidꝭ among 
us are ſolicited to ſubmit, and the moſt ob- 
ſtinate are threatened to be forced; it be- 
hoves us at leaſt to weigh with caution the 
reaſons urged for our converſion; to balance 
the opinions of ages with the conjectures of 
a day; to diſtinguiſh the validity of proof 
from the boldneſs of aſſertion, and the en- 


ciſion of calm inveſtigation. How far the 
communications of Dr. Prieſtley may have 
furniſhed motives for change, and with what 
ſafety we may truſt to his confidence of af- 
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Second Letter to Dr, Horſley, p. 88. | 3 
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"RES 
firmation, is the object of the following 
pages to determine, If in his attempts we 
ſhall diſcover a parade of argument without 
illuſtration, an aſſumption of evidence with 
out ſupport, and the imperfect concluſions 
of vague repreſentation; the teſtimony of 
our faith will become more firmly eſta- 
bliſhed, in proportion to the extent of that 
combination of talents which has ineffectu- 
ally laboured to overthrow it, 


Your opinion about the xoyos or word of 
St. John „ that it was never defigned by him 10 
Agniſy a perſon, but only an attribute of the di- 


dine mind, and that it was afterwards perſoni- 


fied by the Platoniſing Chriſtians, 1 ſhall leave 
the curious reader to eſtimate, from the diſ- 
cuſſion which has already taken placebetween 
you and the preſent Biſhop of St. David's. 
Till you have anſwered the queſtion „ how 


de 


” MY 


the idea of a perſonified attribute, which ne- 
ver had exiſtence in the ſchools of philoſophy, 
could be introduced to explain the doctrines 
of Scripture, your platonic orthodoxy? demands 
no farther confutation. 


But 


To get rid of the perſonal reference of the pronoun ovlos, you 
ſuppoſe that John uſes a figurative perſonification, which would 
require the ſame forms of ſpeech as if he had intended to ſpeak 
of a real perſon. Letters to Dr, Horſley in 1783, p. 8.—How 
far this ſuppoſition helps your argument, or reſolves the queſtion, 
the reader mult judge: if he entertains any doubts, I would refer 
him to the ſtate of the IE! in the thirteenth letter of Dr, 


Horſley's Tracts. 


i Upon this ſubject, however, I wiſh to beſtow a few words on 
the author of a late work of conſiderable length and merit. Dr, 
Enfield, in his compilation of ancient philoſophy from Brucher, 
has adopted the ſame opinion with the author of the Corruptions 
of Chriſtianity ; and having firſt premiſed in his Preface, p. 11, 
That many of the docrines, commonly received as of divine autho- 
rity, originated in the Pagan ſchools, and were thence tranſplanted 
at a very early period into the Chriſtian Church, makes his hiſ- 
tory a vehicle of the information he had already previouſly con- 
veyed. This anticipation as it were of the judgement, and then 
bending facts to favour a preconceiyed hypotheſis, is a cenſure 
to which I cannot but think him liable. Critically to inveſtigate 


his whole work would be an undertaking of much labour and 


little uſe. What he advances u pon the Philoſophy of the ancient 
2 priftians, involves an argument of ſome conſequence, and may 
come 
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But when you undertake to mark the pre 


ciſe æra of our corrupted faith,* the enquiry is 
natural, why, ſome time previous to the pub- 
lication of St. John's Goſpel, and conſe- 
quently many years before your author of the 
divinity of Chriſt had broached his new doc- 
trine, a writer of ſome eminence in the 
Chriſtian world, and to whom we certainly 
owe as much reſpect as to Juſtfn Martyr, 
ſhould have clearly, and repeatedly aſſerted, 
in his Epiſtles to the Chriſtian Churches, the 
ſame doctrine as a fundamental article of be- 
lief? In his Epiſtle to the Philippians, c. ii. 6, 
St, Paul writes, Let this mind be in you 
which was in Chriſt Jeſus, who being in the 
form of God thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God. To the Coloſſians his expreſſions 


come within the compaſs of moderate time and talents. To this 
part of his work, ſhould the more material avocations of my 
duty permit, it is my intention to give an anſwer. „„ 


. * Juſtin Martyr, who is the firſt that we can find to have ad- 


yanced the divinity of Chriſt. Corrupt. Chriſtianity, p. 16. 
are 


are, c. l. 15—19, Who is the image of tbe in- 
viſible God, the firſt-born of every creature; for 
it pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all full. 
neſs dwell, To convince the Hebrews of 
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16. For verily he took not on him the nature of 
angels, but he took on him the ſeed of Abraham, 
Sc. And, not to multiply quotations, in 
every part of this Apoſtolic writer are to be 
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or manifeſt alluſions to it. Till this queſ- 
tion, alſo, meets with a ſatisfa&tory anſwer; 
the humble and ſincere. Chriſtian would tell 
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you, that in matters of religion, which has a 
foundation peculiar to itſelf, the foundation of 


ny e Pl - * : i 


faith, the whole province of reaſon mult be 
bounded by the teſtimony of fact; and that 
where he is ſatisfied that a doctrine is evidently 


propoſed to him by God, he ſhould not act 
like a wiſe man in rejecting it, becauſe it lis 
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beyond the ſphere of natural knowledge; nor 
like a prudent one in refuſing to follow the 
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only ſure means appointed for his direction. 
Endowed with faculties to comprehend, nor 
heſitating with humility to acquieſce in, 
the ordinances of divine appointment, you 
would in vain endeavour to perplex him with 
the names of Juſtin, Theophilus, or Irenæus: 
His faith is not to depend upon their opini- 
ons, nor was it ever ſubmitted to their deci- 
ſion. Much as the Scriptures have been in- 
debted to the aids of human learning; its 
awful and conſoling truths depend not for 
an explanation on the acquiſition of human 
ſcience; and though, in the expoſition of a 
peculiar paſſage, he might acknowledge with 
deference the illuſtration of ſuperior judge- 
ment, for the confirmation of his hopes, he 
would look only to thoſe whom heaven had 
pointed out as his inſtructors. He might 
alſo poſſibly quote the ſentiments of Irenæus 
himſelf upon the ſubject: For the means of 
our ſalvation have been made known to us, by 


f boſe alone t brough whom we have obtained a 
knowledge 


a, 
knowledge of the Goſpel; which at finſt they: 
-preached, but afterwards, by the will of G 
delivered to us in writing, to be the Found 
and prltar of our 3 


And ſhould he be inclintd to conſult an 
eccleſiaſtical writer, he would doubtleſs do it 
with the caution of Tertullian in his proofs 
of hereſy: Their“ doctrines compared with thoſs 
of the Apoſtles, bath from their "diverſity and 
contradiftions, pronounce themſelves to be neither 
the work of an Apoſtle, nor of any apoſtolical 


writer. For as the Apoſtles could not haue 


taught different modes of faith, ſo neither could 


Non enim per alios diſpoſitionem ſalutis noſtræ cognovimus, 
quam per eos, per quos Evangelium pervenit ad nos, quod qui- 
dem tunc præconiaverunt, poſtea vero per Dei voluntatem in 
ſeripturis nobis tradiderunt, fundamentum et columnam fidej 
noſtræ futurum. Irenzus adv. Hæreſ. lib. iii. c. 1. 


Ipſa enim doctrina eorùm cum apoſtolica comparata, ex di- 
verſitate et contrarietate ſui pronuntiabit, neque Apoſtoli alicujus 
auctoris eſſe, neque Apoſtolici: Quia ſicut Apoſtoli non diverſa 


inter ſe docuiſſent, ita et Apoſtolici non contraria Apoſtolis edi. 


diſſent, Tertullian de Præſeriptione Hzreticoram. 
hein 
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Beſides. Sir, your philoſophical h FR f 
Tuſtin expoſes itſelf to another manifeſt ex- 
ception; inſtead of accommodating. Chriſti- 
anity to the notions of pagan philoſophy, 
Juſtin is appealing to ſcriptural theology, to 
_ expoſe the abfurdity of philoſophical tenets. 
And if he was the firſt who corrupted the 
primitive faith with the myſterious jargon of 
the ſchools, he muſt have effected the moſt 
ſingular as well as moſt ſucceſsful revolu- 
tion that is to be met with in the annals of 
innovation. For ſuppoſing the divinity of 
our Saviour to have been unknown to the 
churches before his time, with what eager- 
neſs muſt the people have at once relinquiſhed 
their former mode of worſhip, and how ſud- 
den and univerſal muſt have been the effect 
of a change of which the very author himſelf 
ſeems to have been totally ignorant; and who 

5 In 


"LI 
in his own juſtification reverts to the ſpirit of 
the Goſpel, and its general influence on the 
practice of the common people, as the moſt 
irrefragable proof of the orthodoxy of his 
own belief. The opinions, therefore, for which abe 
contend, we do not derive from others,” but others 
from us; among Chriſtians unacquainted with 
their alphabet, rude and vulgar in their ſpeech, 
but wiſe and faithful in mind; among even the 
maimed and the blind, the ſame may be heard and 
learnt; ſo that evidently theſe things were not the 
production of human wiſdom, but declared in the 
power of God." 
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I could wiſh the reader to . this paſſage of Juſtin with 
the inferences which Dr. Prieſtley draws from it. 
Letter to Dr. Horley 1783, P- 125. 


Such, 
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Such, Sir, I believe will be the termination 
of all your laborious excurſions into the re- 
gions* of philoſophy; they are only ſmall 
cultivated ſpots in the intellectual world, 
when abandoned to the guidance of human 
reaſon; and to tell us that from their ſcanty 
produce, we now derive the conſolations of 
our ſpiritual welfare, that the faith we pro- 
feſs ſtands not in the wiſdom of God, but of 
men, may juſtly excite the indignation of re- 
proof, if the aſſertion be not ſubſtantiated 
beyond the poſſibility of a doubt. 


We are told, indeed, (and bending with 
awe and acquieſcence to ſuch authority, we 


moſt readily abide by its deciſion) Thats the 


© Since theſe papers evere in a great meaſure ready for the preſs, 
the literary world has been highly indebted to Mr. Kett for the 
very ingenious publication of his Bampton Lectures. I would 
earneſtly recommend a peruſal of the 6th Sermon on this very 
ſubjeR, if I did not think the whole ſubſtance of the volume 
equally worth the attention of a ſcholar and a Chriſtian. 


# Corruptions of Chriſtianity, p. 6. 1 
|  dofirme 


Tagen = 


dadrine of our Lord's mere humanity is the cleat 
41Frine of the Scriptures, and that the Apoſtles 
never taught any other: But we alſo know, 


that St. John, who, with a conviction of its | 


ſacred importance, has conveyed to us with 


the moſt artleſs ſimplicity the ſublimity of 


our faith, begins his Goſpel with the preex:/i= 


ence, the divinity, and creative exertion of the 
Word. He aſſerts that the Word was made 
feſb, and dwelt (or rather tabernacled) among 
us; that we bebeld bis glory, the glory as of tbe 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
!ruths And afterwards in his Epiſtles to the 


A critic of the greateſt eminence on the four Goſpels has ob- 
erved upon this paſſage, that the term Tagꝭ was in the language 
of the ſynagogue ſo often employed to denote a human being; 
that the Evangeliſt's expreſſion would not ſound fo harſhly in the 
ears of thoſe accuſtomed to that idiom, as the literal verſion does 
in ours. Beſides, vas made does not in his idea entirely cor- 
reſpond to ee as uſed here, being rather a tranſlation of the 
Latin factum eft than of the Greek. For theſe reaſons, ſays he; 
1 have preferred the phraſe became incarnate, which, if it does 
not ſo much trace the letter of the original as the common read- 
ing does, is cloſer to the ſenſe, and ſufficiently ſimple and intel- 


: Chriſtian: 
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*yible, Vid. note on this paſſage in Campbell on the Goſpels. 
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Chriſtian brethren, alluding immediately to 


this doctrine, as the foundation of their be- 


lief: That which was from the beginning, that | 
eternal life which was with the Father, and | 


was manifeſted unto us, that which we have ſeen 


and heard, declare we unto you. He expatiates 


ſtill farther on the extraordinary privileges of 
the Chriſtian covenant, on the ſingular loye 
of God towards them, and then with a ſeri- 


ous exhortation to holineſs of life, and a per- 
ſeverance in the truths they had heard, warns 


them not to believe all teachers, but to try 1 
them by the rules of their faith. Hereby 


know ye the ſpirit of Ged; every ſpirit that 


confeſſeth that Feſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh 


7s of God. 1. Ep. John, c. iv. 3. 


This eſſential article of a Chriſtian's faith 


and which we build on the natural and obvi- 


ous meaning of the phraſe, coming in the fiſh, 
you alledge to be poſitively and ſolely expreſ- 
five of our Lord's humanity. But by what 
85 uthority 


a * — * 


1 


authority of evidence do you juſtify this aſ- 
ſertion? Inſtead of exhibiting a comparative 


ſtatement of the Apoſtle's language, concern- 

ing which the few ſpecimens I have adduced 

may ſerve to ſatisfy an unprejudiced reader, 

you take the ſingle phraſe as it ſtands, and 

refer it to a Fewiſh idiom, by which you ſay 

the words only mean partater of fleſh and 
blood. That the Jews were taught to expect 
a Meſſiah or deliverer to come, we all know; 
but the queſtion being ſtrongly put to you, 
whether ev TH8X!z in the fleſh, was to be con- 
ſidered as a mere expletive, you apply to St. 
Paul for relief, and urge a ſimilar expreſſion 
of his to countenance your opinion. . As you 
did not chooſe to appeal to this writer on a 
tormer occaſion, it had been fairer, and ſome- 
thing nearer home, to have applied to St. 
John himſelf for an explanation of his mean- 


" Vide Letters to Dr. Horſley in 1783, p«J8, and the Reply to 
Dr, Prieſtley in the Biſhop's Trads, Letter 4+ 


Cc ing 


—— . 2 
. — — ià— — — —— . een Aegan ˖‚——— A erate 


3 
E. 
* 
11 


— — tree 2 
275 — - — — 
— - 223 — — 2 


no — 


K I CY IIS: 


—̃ —-„-— 


8 


. f 20 N44 . 3 "yl 
* I 4 2 
x A AG r * . 2 * 
M - - 


W 


r 


— — SR 
3 
WE 5 


* 


—— — 22 LS Expo” — —e. 
R 4 rn x. I A 3 — I ns 
2 * TI gt # EAN SOT ra — +: 3 4 N Fr ff * q 
R in Cy REN ONE r 


n 
4 2 
Wh 
: n 
1 % 
2 SS >; "oF" * 


EE 
Xx 
— 


er 4 43S * 

rr eee 3 
D . — 
r 


"I * 
7 
A 4 
Wu 5 
$31.44: 
11 
74 ih 
{4 « 5 
4 * . 
18 
781 
9 
©; 
LN 
WH 
it 
3 i 
We 
13 
Sis : 
enn 
FI : 
ET . 
„. 
1 1 
K 
1 * 3; 
KN * : 
1:39 2 1 
FRE 14 | 
# i i 
| uy? 1 
1 0 1 
1 1 
14 15 
9 
II. 1 2 
a; 118 
Men 
. A * i; 
| #3 " 198 
an 1 1 
4 
Nai 
omit 1 
411% al 11 
enn 
Un TEE RT, 
1 | 14 
n 
at inn 
11 lk gf 
M 
* * 
174 wh! if 
7 1 þ 19 
41 „ 3883! 

1 * 1981 
18 2905 
Io #5322 | | : 

4 : 
Ne 
Nai 
"F248 
113 * 
1 4 
10 by 3 
nyt jk! 
++ BY þ : 
iis * 1 1 
M 
4 73 
"34 30S: T7 
BY THIE? £ 
! | 
I 318) 
* 117 
i l 
wa! : 
1 
M 449 
R 
11 
1 
11 
8 * 1; 
18 Mis! 
1 3 
T9 34477 
i £09 : 
T8 2 18 
59 36:1 } 
M13! 
. 
Men 
l 
I 
ine 
114 
158 
Aen. 
e: 
Lane 
1 d; 7 
1 
44k 
Tl 
X 39-5. 
$4 150038" | 
4 
7 4 
p 1 J 
+ 4 
119 4 44 
rtf! 
l 911 
N. 
Feen 
my 11 
44 41 
, 2 
r 
$0531 24 
1 1 
7 516 
4 
Mee 
14 614 
Tp HEEL 
1 al 
t 4771 
een 
7 144 
14 14 
4 ' #1 2 
F 
ii 
n 
J 1 
Ain 
244.4 4 
£2 - 18% 
: At : 
EAN 
by pa) bt 't 
Vi% 
K . * 
9 T9 
NN 
1&1 
# 4 * 
2 
11 
1 
9 4 
e 
in 
ee 
e 
e 
ie 
in Mt : 
$25.24. $077 1 
74 alp 
1 
T4, 10 
Fee 
1 
. 16074 
Fi = 
J. 1 
1 0 1 
4 R541 
977 1 I 
mim 
e 
(58.2% 5 
TIE : 
* I 
$0: 1507 l 
Hun! 
n 5 
N. 5 4 
J 7 
28 £ 
* $-4% be 
1 * 


S 
e 4 
. 

. oo; do — Fong 
9 


— 
EL 
— — 


2 


wr 


— 


- ew == 2 - 
- 2 ” — — - Cre oa — _—— — — 
— oy — — —— — — — = 
Bs Fey bales" prog Ar —. > r — — — 8 3 — . — — tn Dr 
— — — ; Z . — Sn abt ond on oo Bl ious gore 
22 ct 4 * N bo 
* 4 e 5 ok 10 HARD - ACTIN N e * 
W 4s o 2 * ” 3 Dn . - "3" » Fig g » — 2 * Y c * 
x on - COA . 8 12 4 3 rn 9 
D n rener 3 


. r n 7 OD _ 
4 8 =& : 
I NR x 


SSSR nes 


FOE TI eo Hue 


| 
| 


+ - 


* 3 e 


PPP 


FP 


yy C 
ao Fwomadset $K.£7 


— SD 
P 
5 1 2 


+ pie 
1 


18 


r 


A. "OI. Py 8 ; ard l 4 
— T — — : - —— tnry ain . 
r —— 2 — 


en. 
1 


CY 
ing. If you had found nothing ſatisfactory 
either in his Goſpel or Epiſtles, the reſearch 
of a few pages farther might have tended to 
clear up your doubts, In his book of Reve- 
lation, the perſonification of the Ayo; or 
word is ſurely ſomething more than figura- 

tive: And he was clothed with a vefture dipt in 
blood, and his name is called the Word of God. 
And be bath on his veflure and on his thigh a 
name written KiNG of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords.* If the deſcription be figurative, the 
perſonage is real; if the circumſtances which 
accompany the viſion be couched in the ſub- 
limeſt ſtrain of metaphor, the title The Word 
of God muſt denote the ſame perſon, whom 

St. John m his Goſpel calls by the ſame 
name. And no explanation of this great 
event, ſuppoſing we believe the authenticity 
of the narrative, can, I think, deprive our 
Saviour of that high prerogative which he 


RR. * 


6 Revelations, ix, 13, 16. 
a | had 
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EE 
St. Paul is aſſigning a reaſon why Chriſt 
vouchſafed to be partaker of fleſh and blood; 
it was that, being made ite unto his brethren, 
be might be a faithful and merciful High Prief. 
It was that, by exhibiting in his'own perſon 
a proof of faith and patience under the ſe- 
vereſt trials and afflictions, he might lend to 
his divine precepts the excitement of human 
example. It was that, in lifting up our 
minds towards his holy habitation, he might 
ſhield them from the terror of doubt, and 
give to our imagination as it were a reſting- 
place in its boundleſs flight. It was that, 
through the Son of God exalted above all 
worlds, our finite conceptions might, as far 
as poſſible, be familiariſed with that inviſible 
and almighty Being, whoſe power has been 
from everlaſting. You will probably call 
theſe the bigoted reveries of corrupted Chriſ- 
tianity; but they neither tranſgreſs the rules 
of the guide you have choſen for our direc- 


tion, nor do they evade or pervert the teſti- 
mon 


k 


mony of that witneſs you have thought fit 
bell to your ſupport. In the verſe amo é 


immediately ſucceeding the one you have 1 I i 
quoted, St. Paul adds, For verily ze took not my 
on him the nature of angels, but he Zook on 1 yl! 
him the ſeed of Abraham; oberefore, in all 1 
things, it beboved him to be made like unto bis 9 ih | 
' brethren, that he might be a merciful and faith 1 1 
ful High Prieft in things pertaining to God, to 1 1 
make reconciliation for the fins of the people. For Fil 
in that be himſelf hath ſuffered, being tempted, [or i | 0 
tried] be 7s able [or he is inclined] to ſuccour bl! | 
them that are tempted. And the ſame princi- HY | 
, 


ple of faith, and in nearly a ſimilar language, l 
St. Paul urges in his Epiſtle to the Romans: 1 Wl 
For what the law could not do, in that it was F Nh 
4 weak through the fleſh, God ſending his own 1 © 
= TY. likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin, con- 0 
|  demned fin in the fleſh" je | 14 
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Thus, sir, without attending to the whole | 
of the context, or to the people* to whom 


the epiſtle is addreſſed, you bring the paral- 
leliſm of an expreſſton, to eſtabliſh a doctrine, 


which, in a collected point of view, fo far 
from affording any plauſible: pretext for it, 
even ſtrikes at -the very foundation of the 


doctrine you preſume to advance. 


It was far from my deſign to enter with 
you into any diſcuſſion beyond that of ſerip- 
tural evidence, becauſe, the object and end 


of religious enquiry being to lead us to a 
reverential obedience to God's holy dictates, 
our juſt or imperfect confor mity to them 
muſt finally be eſtimated by that meaſure 
and mode of information it has pleaſed him 
to impart. Still, however, as you lay great 
ſtreſs on the h;forical teſtimony of the Apoſto- 


* The converted Jews of Paleſtine, whom a ſevere perſecution 


had deprived of the Apoltle James, and rendered many wavering 
in their faith, 


lic 


[ 33 ] 


lic Writers,” though I might object to 
receive their verdict as judges, yet ready 

to admit them as competent witneſſes, I 
am tempted upon this occaſion to follow 
you for a moment into your literary re- 
poſitory, and to ſee how far the faith of 
Chriſtians, in early times, tends to ſettle 
and corroborate your interpretation of ſcrip- 
ture language. 
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To prove that St. John, by the expreſſion 
coming in the fleſh, could mean to aſſert no- 
thing more than our Lord's manhood, you 
adduce the collateral evidence of his diſciple 1 
Pohcarp, who applies, you ſay, the very iden- 410 
tical phraſe reſpecting our Saviour, and 
without the ſmalleſt alluſion to a prior ſtate 
of exiſtence. The paſſage which you quote 17 
from Archbiſhop Wake's tranſlation, and 1 
which certainly 1s liable to no objection, runs | 
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Vid. Second Letter to Mr. Barnard in Dr. P.'s Defences of 
Unitarianiſm for the years 1788—9, p. 83. 
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thus: Whoſoever does not confeſs that Jeſus 
Cbrift is come in the fleſh, he is antichriſt. And 
whoſoever does not confeſs bis ſufferi ng upon the 
croſs, is from the devil. And whoſoever per- 
verts the oracles of the Lord to his own intereſts, 
and ſays, that there ſhall be neither any reſur- 
rection nor judgment, he is the firſt-born of 
Satan. Now, Sir, if there be any power in 
words, it ſeems to me ſcarcely poſſible, by 
any choice or arrangement of them, to 
convey a more diſtinct and comprehenſive 
. avowal of the doctrines of our church. " 
Polycarp is defending the faith of his be- 
loved maſter, againſt the various hereſies and 
opinions that were daily corrupting it. He 
explicitly ſtates (and nearly too in the very 
language of the apoſtle) the doctrine 
Chriſt's incarnation, reſurrection, and final judg- 
ment, He pronounces the true belief of 
Chriſtianity to conſiſt in the belief of all 


Letters to Dr. Horſley, part U. Pe 48—50, | 
| theſe 


0 


[YT 


theſe ſeparate parts, without any modifica- 


tion: But you are determined to have the 
good Biſhop of your way of thinking, and 
therefore tell us, © That had he proceeded 
* no farther than the ſecond clauſe, in which 
« he mentions thoſe who did not believe that 
e Chriſt ſuffered upon the croſs, it might 
have been ſuppoſed that he alluded 70 740 
ce claſſes of men, and that the latter were dif- 
te ferent from thoſe who denied that he came 
e in the fleſh. But as he goes on to men- 
ce tion a third circumſtance, viz. the denial 
te of the reſurrection; and we are ſure that 
* thoſe were not a third claſs of perſons; it is 
« evident that he alluded to the ſame kind of 
*« perſons by all the three characters.” That 
is, Sir, you conclude, that though St. Poly- 
carp maintains the doctrine of the incarna- 
tion againſt one ſet of men who denied our 
Lord's divinity, namely, the Ebionites;* his 


2 Vid. Irenzus adv, Hæreſ. lib. i. c. 26.—Tertalu de carne 
Chriſti, lib. ii, Euſebii Hiſt. lib. iii. c. 21. | 
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a5 3 3 
real erucifixion, againſt another who dif. 
avowed his humanity, tbe Gnofttcs ;>-his reſur- 
rection and final judgment, againſt a third 
who believed it to be paſt, or who denied it ever 


das to come.“ Still that his reproof can be 
applied but to one objec? of cenſure, and was 


only aimed againſt the extravagant ſyſtem of 


Gnoſticiſm, and with the view of expoſing 


the folly of its ſpiritualized and viſionary 
tenets. With no greater inconſiſtency of 
argument might any one advance, that when 
Dr. Prieftley was endeavouring to expole the 
abſurdity of a miraculous conception 70 the 
Arian; the idolatry of acknowledging his 


o Irenzus adv, Her, lib. iii. c. 19.— Epiphanius contr, Her, 
—Theodoret. contra Sethianos. 


© 2 Timothy ii. 17, 18. 


The Sadducees. Matt. xxii. 23. 


i 


© What were the ſuppoſed ſentiments of Polycarp may be learnt 
from a ſort of detail of this very paſſage in the epiſtle to the 
church at Antioch aſcribed to Ignatius; whether truly ſo or not, 
Kill the argument will be very ſtrong againſt ghe-interpretation of 
Pr. Prieſtley. Polyc. et Ignat. Epiſtolæ, it. Uſher. p. 155. 
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their ſeparate imperfections, but involving 


Syſtem of matter z he was not attack 
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ian; and the 
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the diſbelievers of Chriſt's abſolute humanity 
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Saviour's divinity to a J 
nation. 


1 27 J 


al condem 


let us ſee how the ſubject will ap- 


pear when St. Polycarp is made an advocate 
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nixe 
But no longer to combat opinion with 


opinion, 


idle notion of a ſeparate ſoul in man, to 
thoſe who could not degrade it to an orga- 
in one gener 


You are not to be in- 


his own cauſe. 
formed, Sir, that he 
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before cited. Let this mind be in you which 


was alſo in Chriſt Feſus, who being in the form 


of God, Se. 
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[ 28 ] 
The queſtion therefore now is not about 
1 I WS. . 
the propriety of your explanation or mine of 
this paſſage, but what ideas the venerable 


Biſhop had of it; who, with alluſion to this 
very epiſtle, refers them to St. Paul as their 
infallible and original teacher, os e9:daFev (ſays 


he) axpEug xa EEC Tov are AkeJeictg Aoyor? 
But whatever may have been the doctrine 
that Polycarp wiſhed to inculcate, we know 
that, in defence of it, he ſubmitted to the 
tortures of a cruel death at Smyrna, and 
ſealed with his blood the teſtimony of a 
faith he could not be prevailed upon to re- 


nounce. To that ſolemn hour, therefore, 


which muſt try the worth and ſtrength of 
every principle, we may, I truſt, with confi- 
dence appeal. And what was the cloſe of 
his beautiful prayer, when prepared for the 


ſtake; after praiſing and thanking his God, 


for being thought worthy of ſuffering in his 


8 Polyc, et Ign. Ep. edit. Uſh. p. 16, 
Redeemer's 


[ "ue FF 
Redeemer's cauſe, and calling the crown of 
martyrdom a participation of the cup of 
Chriſt to the reſurrection of eternal life, he 
concludes; On this account, and above all, I 
laud, I bleſs, I glorify Thee, together with the 
eternal and beavenly Feſus, thy beloved Son, with 
whom, to Thee and the Holy Ghoſt, be glory, now 
and for evermore.* IT have been ſomewhat 
diffuſe in this quotation, from the circum- 
ſtance of your total omiſſion of it, though 
otherwiſe extremely accurate as to the cauſe 
and manner of his death; but only faying, 


That when they had bound him, they permitted 


him to pray, and when he had concluded, and 
ſaid aloud Amen, fire was put to the pile. You 
alſo tell us, what is perfectly conſiſtent with 
the narration, that the fleſh being conſumed, 


n Al Toole, x, Tips Taylwy, œ , wNoYyw f, Jog Of, cu r 
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Smyrnenſis Eccleſiz Epiſtola, P- 25. Uſher. edit. 1 
i Hiſtory of the Chriſtian Church, vol. is p. 240. 
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the Chriſtians gathered his bones and de- 
poſited them in a proper place; the Jews 
having been particularly urgent that bis body 
ſhould not be given to the Chriſtians to be 
interred. But you ſuppreſs the reaſon why 
the Jews were urgent, Zef, (as they ſaid) 
abandoning their crucified chief, * ſhould be- 
Fin to worſhip him. 


Conſidering alſo our Saviour as a mere 
man, there certainly is ſomething ſingular 
in the reply to ſuch an inſinuation. Not 
knowing that we never can forſake Chriſt, uo 
has ſuffered for the ſalvation of mankind, the 
guiltleſs for the guilty, nor ever worſhip any 
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in his cauſe we love and 


- 


and how like a Socinian does he 
Irenæus, lib. iii. adv. Hæreſ. Co 4. 


— 


11 
elf un 


3 h; 
man to God.” Again his expreſſions are: Be- 


es and 


þ] 
3 


indeed we 


of God; but the mi 
5 


7 


M ho from the fingular love, ſays 


He ſuffered mart 


9 
and even pray that we may be found deſerving 


of being their brethren and aſſociates. 


? 
mn 


work of his own hands, condeſcended to be born 


= 
* 


Irgin, 


* 


reſpect as 
" Qui propter emĩnentiſſimam erga figmentum ſuum dile 


onem, eam quz eſſet ex virgine generationem ſuſtinuit, ipſe per 


ſe hominem adunans Deo. 


But, Sir, as you have choſen to interpret 
le by the maſter, perm 


the maſter by the diſciple, inſtead of the diſ- 


lame faith, 
in it 
he, ſpeak 


of a v 


expla 


cip 
of Polycarp with the illuſtration of bis pupil 


one ſtep lower, and to compare the doctrine 


other... 
Irencus. 


4 1 *- S Ba bs — * 2 


[96 Þ 


ing invifible he was made vifible, being intom- 


prebenfible he became comprehenſible, being in- 
paſſible he became paſſible, and being the Word of 
God, he became man.” Surely, Sir, Irenzus 
muſt have ſtrangely miſconceived his maſter's 
inſtructions, and the virgin, or pure age* of 


n Ef inviſibilis et viſilis 3 et eee fats 


comprehenfibilis, et t impaſſibilis, paſſibilis, et verbum, homo. 
Iren. lib. iii. c. 18. 


* Thus we are come, ſays Dr. Prieſtley, to the concluſion of 
what may be called the virgin or pure age of the Church, in 
which we perceive no trace of any doctrine or practice (excepting 
thoſe of the Gnoſtics, who in this period were in a great meaſure 


ſeparated from the Catholic Church) beſides thoſe which were 


derived from the Apoſtles themſelves. None of the writers I 
have mentioned fo much as allude in the moſt difant manner to 


any hereſy but that of the Gnoſtics. In the whole of this period 


the /ole obje# of worſhip in all Chriſtian Churches was no other 
than theone true God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
Chriſt himſelf was by all conſidered as the moſt diſtinguiſhed of 
the prophets, who had no exiſtence before the time of his birth in 
Judea. Hiſtory of the Chriſtian Church, vol. 1. 227. 


The period Dr. P. aſſigns cloſes at the death of Adrian, about 
ane hundred and thirty-eight years after Chriſt, Polycarp cer- 
tainly wrote in the courſe of this period, and what has been faid 
of him together with the ſubſequent obſervations on Barnabas and 
Clemens Romanus forbid us making any comment _ fuch 


affertions, 
the 


11 

the church, been ſo totally corrupted in the 
ſpace of a very few years, that, as I urged 
before with reſpect to Juſtin, the converſion. 
of Irenæus muſt have been as ſudden as his 
memory was fallacious. Having in a for- 
mer chapter given a ſhort ſummary of Chriſ- 
tian faith, —The church,” ſays he, having re- 
ceived the above-mentioned doctrine and faith, 
though diſperſed throughout the whole world, 
carefully guards it as members of one and the 
fame houſhold. Every where there is the ſame 
belief, as of people poſſeſſing one ſoul, and one 
heart; and theſe things are as with one mouth 
unanimouſly preached, and taught, and delivered 
down 10 poflerity, And then, appealing in con- 
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os e ou 0x00o%* Kau oαιννν los. Toulois, ws Hl xm, * 
Thy aulny x Yours h, X44 TAP wws Tavla KNpuTTEHa, x d. doe 
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A womee © HAios, To Ae Tov Otou, ty Aw TW N, &is X26 
evlos* Odlo xa 20 XECUY [AG ns Ade delas a x pa xas GN 
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Irenæus cont. Hr. libs i. c. 2, 3. 
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34 1 
| firmation of what 1 advanced to the unifor- 
mity of belief 1 in the various churches then 
' exiſting in different parts of the globe, con- 

_ cludes with this natural and beautiful ſimile: 

For as the ſun, the creation of God, appears one 
and the ſame to the whole world, fo does the mani- 
feſtation of truth ſhine every where, and enlighten 
all who are defirous of coming to the knowleage of it. 


Thus fares it with your own reference 
to Polycarp; and ſince you are ſo anxious to 
perſuade the Chriſtian traveller to follow 
your plain road of religious duty, allow me to 
mention a few more obſtructions he will meet 

with, and which you ſtill ſuffer to impede 
the way; called upon to invalidate a ſimi- 
lar expreſſion that occurs in the reputed 
epiſtle of Barnabas; For if ze had not come 
in the fleſh, how could we mortals, ſeeing him, 
have been preſerved; when they who behold the 
fun which is to periſh, and is the work of his 


bands, Urs unable to hook directiy againſt il 
rays. 


. 


IJ 


rays 3 . this argument- in favour of am early 
belief in the divinity of our Saviour, and 
ſtrengthened alſo as it is with additional evi- 
dence from the ſame writer then, the 


Son of God, being Lord, and being to judge the 


quick and dead, ſuffered, to the end that” his 
wound might make us alive; let us believe that 
the Son of God had no power to ſuffer, had it not 
been for us; you ſet aſide at once, by deny- 
This 
point is not inſiſted upon; and the only ſtreſs 


ing the authenticity of the epiſtle. 


that is laid, is upon a conceſſion of your 


own, that it was an early production of the 


apoſtolic age; and then, to evade the neceſſary 
inference, you object to it as a work evidently 


TE: yag wn ns a7 Tagrt, rg wy erwInuey cv Sp  BAcmovles 
ay, ol Toy weAnovia un cit. HNO, egyov NeErgwy aulv vTaexoiay 
WK ATHVBT:y HS axliva; US. : = 70 


Et ouy Ties Tov Ogo, wy Kugios, Ka ANA HEEL Covlas c VENOUS, 
Ne, va 1 TANYN1 aulou Coonomon NAGS® n ol o Ties ron 
Orov ouνα Se ar Nen, e wy, N MARS 


SanR. Barn. Epiſt. edit. Coteler. p. 16—20. 


* Hiſtory of the Chriſtian Church, vol. i. 221. 
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mutilated, and affording the moſt deciſive marks 
of interpolation. That is, Sir, the paſſages 
ſtand in direct oppoſition to your opinions; 
and, therefore, muſt be interpolated. Of 
thoſe that are cited you exhibit no proof of 
interpolation, and there remains only your 
own confidential iþſe dixit, which, with ſome 
humour, and, I muſt add, merited fatire 
upon this occaſion, Dr. Horſley thus juſtly 
ridicules:—<© That as they do not ſuit the 
a Unitarian Creed, they muſt have been 
ec * with by ſome wicked Atbanaſian. f 


With no W ne the ſame 
adverſary appeals alſo to the teſtimony of 
Clemens Romanus, whoſe words are, in ſpeak- 


ing of our Saviour, The ſceptre of the Majeſty 


5 Thoſe who may think it tedious and unedifying to inveſli- 
gate the whole of Dr. Prieſtley's controverſy with the Biſhop 
of St. David's, I would earneſtly intreat to peruſe this truly 
curious part of it. The reference to the Epiſtle of Barnabas is 
made by Dr. Horſley in his Tracts, p. 165; replied to by Dr. P. 
in Letters to the Archdeacon of St. Albans, Letter 2d, Part 2d; 
and that confuted by Dr, * p. 334. of 


(9 1 
tation, though he had it in his power; or, as it 


ſcripts, (ares rere — though be bad 
all things in his power, but in humility a as the 
Holy OO prophefied concerning him. 


To affirm that the obvious ſenſe of theſe 
words denotes 4 condeſcenſion on the part of 
our Saviour, and that it correſponds in a 
ſimilarity of meaning with various expreſ- 


bim the nature of angels, &c." Heb. ii. 16. 
But made himſelf of no reputation, &c, Philip. 


9% Iv ev x07 Anatoveras, ovle vireenpaveies, Kaimee OUIBMENIS 
Ag TemuvoOditiv, xD To ,L To ayiov Tec: aulov t\annot 


Clement, * ad Corinthos, cap. 16. 
Edit. Wotton, 1718. 


of many, St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Hebrews was written in their 
own language, and afterwards rendered into Greek by ſome 
d; friend and follower, whom Euſebius imagines to have been Luke, 

or this 2 Unitarian Clemens. 
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of God came not in the pomp of pride and gen- 


is quoted from the authority of ſome manu- 


ſions of St. Paul; For verily he took not on 
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*] would alſo ſuggeſt to your remembrance, that in the opinion 
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ii. 6;—you' call deſcanting impertinently 
upon the ſubject, and that with a ſmall at- 
tention to the theory of language, and the natu- 
ral uſe of words, we muſt have ſeen that the 
term God would not, from the beginning, 
have been uſed by way of contradiſtinction to 
Chriſt, if the former could have been pre- 
dicated of the latter. And that tbe ſceptre of 
the Majeſty of God ſufficiently proves, that, in 
the idea of Clemens, the ſceptre was one 
thing, and the God, whoſe ſceptre it was, 
another. As an indirect attack on the opi- 
nions of the followers of Swedenbourg, or 
as an exculpation of Clemens from Patri- 
paſſian doctrines, there may be ſomething in 
your argument; but conſidered in any im- 
mediate reference to the caſe befoug us, you 
will allow me to retort upon you the appli- 
cation of your own phraſe. The only point 
we have to decide is, whether theſe words of 


* Letters to the Archdeacon of St. Albans, 1784, part ſecond, 
P+ 10, 11; and Letters 1783, p. 13. | 
Clemens, 


1 39 1 
Clemens, in the natural uſe of them, do, or 
do not, intimate a ſuperior nature in Chriſt, 
and a depoſition of power and glory, for the 


ſake of man's redemption. You take the 
negative ſide of the queſtion, and, according 


to your proper explanation, the paſſage only 


infers, that when Cbriſt came into public life, 


he made no oftentatious diſplay of the extraordi- 
nary powers with which he was inveſted, and 
preferred a low condition to that of a great 


prince, Whether there be not more inge- 


nuity, than fairneſs of conſtruction, in this 
interpretation of yours, mult be left to the 
reader's judgment ; to the beſt of mine, that 
it is neither warranted by this, or by any 
other aſſertion of Clemens, I firmly main- 
tain, This ſceptre of the majeſty of God, 
he calls in another place, aravyzrpe T1; Me- 
ahorn Tov Oeou, the effulgence of the great- 
neſs of God; the very expreſs word and image 
of St. Paul, c YT oc 79 AoZzng rob IIlæręos, 
the brightneſs, or reflected ſplendor of his 
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Father's glory. And at the cloſe of the very 

chapter, in which, from the condeſcenſion 
of Chriſt in aſſuming our nature, he is urging 
the neceſſity of Chriſtian humility, his ad- 
dreſs runs thus: Ye ſee then, my, beloved bre- 
thren, what an example is ſet before us; for if 


Chriſt ſo humbled himſelf for our ſakes, what 
ought not we to do, who, through bi m, are come 


under the yoke of his grace.” 


There exiſts alſo another Epiſtle, aſcribed 
to the ſame writer, in which the incarnation 
and divinity of our Saviour is more expli- 
citly and repeatedly aſſerted; but the argu- 
ment, you will ſay, betrays a ſad weaknels, 
that would recur for ſupport to a manifeſt 


fabrication and forgery. Why, Sir, the work, 


though avowedly ſpurious, is forged in the 


name of Clemens; it is written with a de- 


Y Ogals, ardges ayarylo, Tis 0 vroygupmos o de dH H Bi Nag 
e Kupios ovlws ETATEVODEOVNCE) „ Ti TON Twfaev dn UFO TOY Sy 7 


NE los chlor N Nov los. Clem. Epiſt. 16 ad finem, 
ſign 


* | [ 41 } oF 

fign of paſſing current under the credit of 
his ſignature, and abiding by your own con- 
feſſion, that it was publiſhed in the middle 
of the third century, had the doctrines it 
contained totally contradicted thoſe of the 
former one, how could the author have 


hoped to obtain a moment's notice under ſo 
flagrant an impoſition? Should any one 
hereafter attempt to palm upon the publick 
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a poſthumous work of Dr. Prieſtley, and 
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endeavour to prove therein the divinity of our 1 
Saviour, the neceſſity of atonement, and the il i; | 
immateriality of the foul, could ſuch a forgery ö f 
be practiſed with ſucceſs? The eye of cri- = | 
ticiſm might diſcover ſomething in the ſtruc- BILE 
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but the inveſtigation would never take place, 
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except thoſe principles were maintained, and 
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* Hiſtory of the Chriſtian Church, vol. i. p. 222. 
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L442 7]. 
a deciſion could only be dubious in the eſti. 
mation of its merit as a performance, not as 
to the nature of the ſentiments it avowed. 


Befides, Sir, there 1s a circumſtance with 
reſpect to the firſt epiſtle, that the doctrine 
of the ſecond thus ſeems to elucidate. It is 
more than a ſuppoſition with me, that a paſ- 
ſage has been ſtrangely, I could almoſt fay 
2ilfully, perverted by the change of a ſingle 
letter. In the ſecond chapter of the firſt 
epiſtle TO Toa oo QUT OU, in the edition- of 
Junius, has been altered into r MaIypua]s, 
certainly not to improve the text, for that 
evidently requires Ilz9yua]z. Clemens had 
before been ſaying, attending carefully to bi 
words, ye bept them *bidden in your hearts, and 
had his ſufferings (7% aN ⁰οο)’) always 
before your eyes. In the ſcriptural accepta- 
tion of the terms, there is no great differ- 
ence between Xoy2; and paImus, both being 
indiſcriminately uſed to convey the ſame idea, 
99 75 la N 
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I „Nn therefore would appear to be the 
moſt eligible expreſſion, if it only was to 


avoid a frivolous pleonaſm. But it alſo 


happens to be the direct expreſſion of St. 
Peter and St. Paul, his maſters, when ſpeak- 
ing of the unbounded love of Jeſus Chriſt 
towards fallen man; and with. a manifeſt 
alluſion to it, Clemens, in a ſubſequent part 
of his epiſtle, ſays, Let us then ſtedſaſtly con- 
template the blood of Chriſt, and conſider how 
precious, in the fight of God, muſt be his blood, 
which, ſhed for our ſalvation, offered to the whole 
world the means of reconciliation.” There is 
likewiſe another conſideration that ſhould 
not be omitted :—Clemens, like his fellow 
labourer Polycarp, is writing to a church 
which was founded by St. Paul, and exhorts 


Vide 2 Corinth. i. 5. Phil. iii. 10. Hebrews ii. 9, 10. 
er. Iv 13. v. I, 925 


b ATEviowkev iS TO Mi TOU Xe:igovy Kat dH Ws ey TIHA4OY TW 
Oe aug aulov o Ti d 75 njelecov Ca mpiary e uIev Tal Tw xo 
Melavols X VINVEYXEVe I Ep. Clem. c. 7. P+ 30. 
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the Corinthians to examine the articles of 
their faith, by the very letter of the apoſtle 
to them, now extant, and which, Clemens 
adds, moſt aſſuredly from divine inſpiration, 
(er AAN elag vreufaal ns-) St. Paul had ad- 
dreſſed to them upon the ſubject, ſo that if 
no doctrinal point had been inſiſted upon, 
it would no more prove the Unitarian tenets 
of Clemens, than an eſſay upon Chriſtian 
morality could aſcertain the religious perſua= 
ſion of me or Dr. Prieſtley. In fact, Sir, 
upon this, as we ſhall be upon every occa- 
ſion of doubt or difficulty, we are driven to 
the writings of the Apoſtles themſelves, for 
an explanation of the meaning of their ſuc- 
ceſſors and imitators; and till you have 
eſtabliſhed the Socinianiſm of Scripture, all 
appeal to ſubſequent teſtimony is only an 
appeal to copied records, the faithfulneſs of 
which will be aſcertained by a compariſon 
with the original, 


< 1 Ep. Clem. c. 48, p. 189, The reader may alſo conſult 
c. 36, p. 150. | 


1 * | 
To quit therefore all extHiiighh evidence, 
we will even leave unexplored ſomie of the 
moſt beautiful and curious remains of apoſ- 
tolical antiquity, I mean the writings of the 
good Ignatius. Did we deem them abſolutely 
neceſſary to the confirmation of our opinion, 
we ſhould not eaſily ſuffer their credit to be 


* 


overturned by a bold oppoſition to the moſt 


learned and judicious inveſtigation. But 
where the afleveration of our Lord's divinity 
is too poſitive to be denied, and too literal 
to be eluded; it certainly 1s more prudent to 


cut the knot, than labour ineffectually to 


untie it; for, if once you allow *he leſſer lei- 


4 When to the opinion of Blonde Salmatius, and Dallæus, 


may be oppoſed that of Cave, r, Huetius, Petavius, Fa- 
bricius, Ittigius, Du Pin, Fleury, Tillemont, Cottelerius, Le 
Clerc, Voſſius, Uſher, Grabe, Grotius, Berriman, Waterland, 
Bull, Wake, Hammond, and the author of Vindiciæ Ignatianæ, 
we ſhall not be accuſed of hazarding an ill- founded aſſertion. 


e Chriſtian Church, p. 223. Letters to Dr. Horſley, part ii. 


p. 14. Dr. P. ſhould alſo recolle& that whatever Ignatius wrote, 
it was in the virgin and pure age of the Church. Vide Ignat. 
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ters to be in the main genuine, and the interþo- 
lations that are in them, ta be eafily diſtinguiſhed, 
you reduce yourſelf to a moſt aukward di- 
lemma; unleſs your proofs of interpolation 
go to the expunging of every paſſage that 
unequivocally ſtates the incarnation © and 
divinity of Chriſt the Son of God. 


Let us now then bid a farewell to names 
and quotations; if your Hypotheſis derive 
the ſmalleſt ſupport from any of the writers 
who were acknowledged to be apoſtolical, 
from the earlieſt promulgation of the Chriſ- 
tian faith to the fifth century, we will ad- 
mit the ſanction of pretended antiquity; till 
then, in perfect agreement with the ſenti- 
ments, and adopting the language of the 


The reader is requeſted to conſult the convincing and judi- 
cious extracts from the writers of each century, collected and 
arranged by Mr. Barnard, in anſwer to Dr. Prieſtley's Letter to 
Dr. Geddies, and afterwards Dr. P.'s reply in Defences of Uni- 
tarianiſm for 1788—9. If he there finds a ſatisfactory anſwer, I 

am ready to confeſs he has ſurpaſſed any diſcovery I could make. 


learned 


El 

learned and laborious Brucher, I ſhould ſay, 
For the object of their moſt praiſeworthy en- 
deavours was, to follow the example of their 
maſters, and to exhibit the truths of the Goſpel, 
in ſuch plainneſs inſtruction, that even the 
weak and children might be led to a knowledge of 
them. Thinking that they had then ſufficiently 
diſcharged the office of teacher, when without 
the artificial aids of human erudition, or any 
mixture of philoſophical conceits, they had boldly 
and openly, in their ſpeeches and writings, beld 
forth to. the confideration of all men, even the 


Eo enim laudatiſſima eorum reſpexit induftria, ut magiſtrorũm 
exemplum ſequerentur, eaque doctrinæ ſimplicitate, qua etiam 
debiles et infantes perduci poſſent, Evangelii veritates propone- 
rent; ſatis fecifle officid doctoris ſibi viſi, fi ſalutis omnis auc- 
torem, ordinemque quo acquirenda eſt ejus poſſeſſio, magnò qui- 
- 3 dem fortique animò, ſed nudò conſpeRta, fine fucò eruditionis 
humanæ, vel admixtione philoſophicarüm opinionim, hominibus 
omnibus etiam illiteratis ſua oratione ſcriptiſque cemmendarent. 
Id quod in eorvim epiſtolis qui auditores fuerunt ſanQoriim Apo- 
foloriim, Clementis Romani, Ignatii, et Polycarpi, hodie ſu- 
perſtitibus luce quadam ſingulari radiat, fimplicitate doctrinæ 


Lolicis viris charactere coruſcat. 


Brucheri Hiſtor. Critic. Philoſoph. tom. iii. p. 250. 
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tianity, and from the few ſpecimens he has ſeen of their writings, 


to be ſpurious, upon their internal proofs of forgery, either from 


13 1 
moſt illiterate, the Author of univerſal ſalvation, | 
and the means by which the poſſeſſion of it was to 
be ſecured. Of this we have a fingular and 
ſhining inſtance in the genuine epiſtles now ex- 
fant of Clemens Romanus, Ignatius, and Poly- 
carp, who were diſciples of the Apoſtles, and who, 
combining the ſimplicity of the Evangelic Doc- 
trine, with the ſublimity of divine Truth, have 
diſplayed them in a fiyle worthy of men adiftin- 
guiſbed by the name of apoſiclic.> In what eſti- 
mation this judicious hiſtorian may be with 
you, I cannot pretend to determine; to me 
his reſearches, his arrangement, and reflec- 
tions, appear ſtamped with every mark of 


From the character here given of the firſt witneſſes of Chriſ- 


the reader will judge how far the © doctrines commonly received 
* as of divine authority originated in the Pagan ſchools. Vide 
note on Mr. Enfield's Hiſt, of Phil. And it is a remarkable 
circumſtance, that the pieces falſely aſcribed to Apoſtolic men, 
ſuch as the Second Epiſtle of Clemens Romanus, Apoſtolic Ca- 
nons, Recognitions of Clement, the Clementines, &c. are decided 


an allegorical dreſs that diſpraced the ſimplicity, or from a ſub- 
tilty of ſpeculation that corrupted the purity of Chriſtianity. 


accurate 


(SF 
accurate and candid diſquiſition; nor do F 
ſhrink from the affirmation, that no acknow- 
ledged defenders of the faith of Chriſt, as 
preached in the firſt ages of the church, ever 
did or could deny the incarnation and divi- 
nity of their Saviour; and that they who 
ſuffered in its defence, died not martyrs to 
the profeſſion of bis exalted humanity. It 
was, Sir, for the adoration of their Saviour, 
for obſtinately refuſing to renounce the ado- 
ration they thought due to him, that they en- 
dured the cruelties of perſecution; and the 
Acta Martyrum of Ruinart will prove to 
you, that, although Socinian principles might 
have been the cauſe of many being depoſed 
from their ſees, they were not the ſentiments 


which brought the martyrs to an untimely 
end. 
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Such, Sir, is a ſpecimen of the fruit you 
tempted us with in the progreſs of your Mo- 
rical excurfion, and ſuch turns out to be the 

5 infallible 


— — —— —ñ—ʒ—D 


[ "I * 


infallible 1 in which, as all men, you 


ſay, are agreed, however they may differ in 


the interpretation of ſcripture language, you 
bring to us as good guides for diſcovering 
the true ſenſe of ſcriptures. Alas! Sir, I 
am afraid the guides, inſtead of pointing out 
our way, are conſtrained to purſue the path 


wie chooſe to take; and, like the conductors 


of froward children, muſt follow our foot- 
ſteps, in order not to be abandoned and left 
behind. Certain it 1s, that with the very 
ſame guides, our paths are widely different, 
and the only hope remaining is, that they 
will both lead to the manſions of our Hea- 
venly Father, 


Leaving you, therefore, to the enjoyment 
of the trophies you boaſt to have won from 
the church and its adherents, and to the 
poſſeſſion of the laurels you have acquired 
in this field of diſputation, permit me now 
to purſue you into your diſtant ſkirmiſhes, 

| | 5 and 


3 U gr 1 
and to bear witneſs to the ſkill and ſucceſs of 
your enterpriſing and numerous attacks. 


A late friend' of yours, and whoſe opi- 


nions were no leſs adverſe to the eſtabliſh- 


ment and doctrines of our church than thoſe 


of Dr. Prieſtley, finding the ſcriptural de- 
fence too ſtrong in favour of 4 fr 
fate of Cbriſt, and the circumſtance of his 
incarnation ſo plainly taught as to defy every 
effort of fair interpretation, was deſirous of 
making you quit the untenable ground of 


Socinianiſm, and has endeavoured to make 


you ſenſible of the miſtaken direction of your 
force. 


: The reader need not be informed that I allude to the late Dr; 


Price; but I would wiſh him to underftand, that, with the fulleſt 


diſapprobation of his religious tenets, I mean not to caſt the 


ſmalleſt reproach on his talents, his character, or his virtues. 


They are all now removed to a higher and more juſt tribunal 
than that of human judgment; and I can only ſay, that when 
our ſeparate opinions come to be judged, ſhould mine prove er- 
roneous, I cannot hope to produce greater fincerity of convictions 
than I am confident he will * in juſtification of what I now 


think his errors. 
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LS 
To prove the aſſumption of our nature by 


ſome ſuperangelic being, (and I take up the 
argument here, becauſe it is more imme- 


diately connected with what has gone before) 
Dr. Price produces this direct and plain aſſe. 


„ veration of our Saviour: What, and if you 
| 4 Hall ſee the Son of Man aſcend up where he was 
b before l: The expreſſion is abſolute; and as | 
A you do not diſpute the v/ible certainty of his 
3 aſcenſion, the confirmation of the fact ap- 


pealed to ſhould eſtabliſh more fully, one 
would think, the truth of the declaration. 


But you ſay in anſwer,' that though the de- 
claration be doubtleſs poſitive, yet it is evident 
that it muſt not be literally taken, becauſe that 
4 there are full as expreſs declarations of the duc- 
: . trine of tranſubſtlantiation,” which, that we may 


& Compare this paſſage with John viii, 14, and John 1. 13+ 


1 Defences of Unitarianiſm for the year 1787, p. 54, Kc. 


m ce Except ye eat the fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink 
2 his blood, ye have no life in you.“ John vi. 53. Lk 
; avoid 


(53 ] 


as expreſs declarations of the perſonali ty” of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which you know you. do not admit; 
and therefore, if you allow of no figures of ſpeech, 
you muſt be forced to allow what you call the 
greateſt abſurditie.. TOR 


With regard to your firſt poſition, Dr. 
price might certainly have referred you to 
the manifeſt illuſtration and completion of the 
Hure, in the adminiſtration of the Lord's 
Supper: and, however the ſecond may preſs 
upon your friend's ſyſtem, as IJ am not bound 
to furniſh arguments for Dr. Price, but only 
to ſhew the inconſiſtency of your Socinian 
hypotheſis, allow me, with a firm belief in 
its eral accompliſhment, to acquit it of 
every figurative alluſion, 


But, to return to the original queſtion; 
in order to evade its conſequences, you arbi- 


If Tdepart I will ſend him unto you, and he ſhall not ſpeak 
* of himſelf,” &. John xvi. 73 13. | trar ily 


avoid popery, all muſt qualify. Aud there are 
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null convert a plain poſitive expreſſion into 


figurative language, and attempt to deſtroy 


an aſſertion by a conjecture.· If the paſſage 
be figurative, where is its correſponding ſub- 
ſtance; ſhadows muſt imply realities, as the 
bread and wine are, by our Saviour's expreſs 
command, become in his ſacrament the ſym- 

bols of the body that was wounded for our 

tranſgreſſions, and the blood that was ſhed for 
our offences. But to what do the words be-. 
fore us allude? why, to the expreſs avowal 

of a former event, referred to the completion of PF 
@ ſubſequent one, which abſolutely and un- 
deniably took place in the ſight of all his 
diſciples. Unleſs we are to abandon the 
common and allowed modes of ſpeech, the 
propoſition 1s as clear as language can make 


- — 


o Suppoſe, for inſtance, when Dr. Prieſtley aſſerts that our Sa- 
viour was the immediate and proper Son of Joſeph and Mary, that 
J ſhould conjecture his meaning could only go to his being born 
of Mary, and that Joſeph was no more than his acknowledged 


Father; would he allow this interpretation to be conſiſtent with 


$741 8220 * dc. IJ 


it; 


5 VU & ES +9 


CITY 


1K 


it; our Lord and Saviour aſcended, you alloy, 


to heaven ; and, he ſays, he aſcended up where 
he was before; and, to maintain your ground, 


you mult deny this intereſting declaration 


to be expreſſive of his ever having been there. 
There is ſomething ſo curious in the ſtruc- 


ture of your argument, that I muſt beg leave 


to ſtate it in your own words, leſt I ſhould 


be ſuſpected of miſrepreſentation. 


« The whole diſcourſe,” (you ſay) in which 
this expreſſion on which you lay ſo much 


* ſtreſs occurs, is full of the ſtrongeſt figures, 


© For good reaſons, no doubt, our Lord ſeems 
to have intended by it 70 fagger* and confound 
| 11 


? Letters to Dr. Price Defences of Unitarianiſm' for the year 
1787, p. 56. 
2 Dr. Prieſtley in this inſtance ſeems to me to have made a 


very unwary conceflion. If our Saviour had not' been ſpeaking 
a language which was to enlighten their minds in its future ex- 


planation; if he had been only talking of his commiſſion as an 


inf] pired prophet, would he have uſed a language to confound and 
deter his followers? It was either a trial of their faith, or it muſt 
appear 


ETD — —- —ę—¼ coR_ 


— — — — —— — — = — 
25 = rcp. — wa 2 — — p N —— o — 
— — 2 3 Ee <DEL ont L 5 — 
* 2 cs — 9. hon — — 
— — . — — — we — — — —— 0 
— — — — — — — 
— = . 


— 


pode — 
pals ore cory 
——— SEC 


TIP g 2 FT. 
. Fun . 4 6 — 
8 r 
1 Vo ©. fn ot r —_— 2 — N 
5 > = wo — > ——— 2 n &-- S = FS * 5 


—— — — 


— — 


8 ö —.— — —— wn 12 - 8 . — 
. INES — . bo 72 — — — DIED Carey —— = ns 
— = . ED ECT: Az MCI — . ccc 
— — — — SET — Anpeats AER — 2 — — — — - _ hs — — — 

OOO OE rn rr R * . 2 2 e r I 
8 CELLS, * —— N 2 —— — NS SECS ES &*= — r 
- — 5 . - — — - - g 5 


— — 
N 
—— 


— 8 
— — 
. — K Le Es 
. 0 — — * 
* * — r — 2 1 >. — IT 2 — 2 — ow — 4 3 
—— . * N 8 . N 2 — — — — — — 
8 „ * 
b —— 4 — 


DOE 


— 
ISR 


Ty - a. 8 fe) 8 
We $4. * 2 2 8 < 
VIII $i SSM Garin RON” 1 I-01; ets 


2 rr 
>> 


—— — — — —l — — —— — — — 
ACCRA ICE TEE ETD RCEnS REDEESESY DTTC TETRIS EST. 5 
— — ͤ — ͥ — me — — ——ęL— Wa a —————— wag 
— . — Fo 


— — —— 


5 8 
T = ont es moe 2 = C 
— — 7 - — ä — 
* 2 * 25 "4 l — nd 2 — — — — — 2 — . Dag — De wy 4 2 . 2 - — 4 
— q —— or Prog — — _ — nay my rs * a 1 ——— x = "= * — * 1 * rr 2 a K 
7 — by — , —————-ę—¼ ——— _aronn—ge — ' * . 
— * 12 — _ —_—_— 8 — 323 3 — aq : r 3 4 
. IEPA SET IT RG — — r — FT eee hap > 627 2 vow 60” ma ma Yor i 5 1 N F. — 
— ——.— we. — — — ann s — 5 — vl r ———— —— — gs mg E AP ACOSTA EIS GEL e, * 2 ay 
. — — rw Correa we —— — he .. ˙ CAL ar ey Fer ron — — 8 Zr 
0 - e — . ——.. —— — ——————— — — ren or — = === 
— — - — A — — — aa-ag — rr — — _ 
a — ENCE ſe — — 
F <a —— * 4 22 — — [ A2᷑ä— i 
02S * 7 r * * — > £ D — — — — = 
GEM 2 Nan * — d. 1 
— = x 
m 8 8 r O Nd r 7 
WY aa eee — 
2 bg > 
oy 


* 


N 
— - 

A. A A. 

— 


_ 
* —— 


IM x 


— — — 


A — - = : 


1 Lets on — e 2 
ante 4 — 2s tt. 4 . 1 3 rn * * RE. — 
2 Abb — er rene ²˙ eee ren ne — 


CIS 


* 
n.... 3 8 
5 1 * . » — — — poetry r 
* 9 r — . 
— 6 — —— — Ie: at e 
9 — r 
— 


e 


—— 


e 


HATE 
OT. 


ro 
— — — 
A 2 — — A — — TIENES — — — 2 — —— 
. „ene der eee eee = IF. 
* I. 4 2 nf Ti 122 2 N A YL 


14 17 * 
—_— 
7% 1 


[WPF : 
« his hearers: all the diſciples, except the 


<< 


te twelve, abſolutely left him upon it, and 
© even they were in danger of being greatly 
ee offended; and it is an expreſſion in this 
te very ænigmatical diſcourſe, (continued in- 
ce deed but in the ſame ſtrain after the mul- 
« titude had left him) a diſcourſe in which 
* nothing 1s expreſſed in a natural manner, 
* that you inſiſt muſt be interpreted literally. 


«© Beſides, the literal interpretation of this 
e very paſſage does not in reality accord with 
< the ſentiments of Arians, or of any ſect of 
* Chriſtians, except thoſe of the Poliſh Soct- 
e nians: for it would imply that the human 
*© nature of Chriſt had been in heaven; be- 
* cauſe it is ſaid, not that tbe Son of God, but 
ee that the Son of Man had been there: Be- 
* ſides, the phraſe where he was before is not 


appear asan argument of weakneſs. As a man and a prophet he 
could not wiſh to ſeparate, when his aim muſt have been to con- 
ciliate ; as the Son of God, they were to acknowledge his divinity, 
or they were not true believers, | 
| « ſynonimous 


Ll 
« ſynonimous to heaven, nor is the time 
* when the Son of Man was there, or any 
« where elſe, mentioned in this paſſage.” 


= 


To ſo difingenuous an attempt* to involve 
in obſcurity the moſt deciſive and unequi- 


— r 
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vocal 
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” would refer the reader alſo to ſome prior attempts to inva- N 
lidate the force of this aſſertion, in the ann,, of . un- | i; Ii 
ſcriptural, by Philo-Chriſtos. 1 


E — — 
ö Ex. — . 
— —.— 


J cannot ills * at a better moment notice a publication that | & 
has juſt made its appearance under the title of © Reaſons for Uni- = 1 BY 
© tarianiſm,” by a Welſh Freeholder. He ſolves the difficulty at 1 
once, by the excellent explanation of Mr. Wakefield: No one jl - 
© hath a perfect knowledge of the will of God, but he who is im- 1 
© mediately commiſſioned of God to declare his will; even the 
« Son of Man, who has always an eſpecial communication with j 
e God.” By this ingenious mode of comment, the ſame gentle- 9 | 
man has alſo diſcovered all ſocial worſhip to be inconſiſtent with . 
the purport of ſcripture. As a proof, however, from reaſon and 
ſcripture, of the divine unity, with many others adduced by the 
author, I conſider it as anſwered in the following pages. The i 
offenſive language of being an advocate for abſurd creeds, of de- 
grading the Deity, and charging the oracles of God with our own 
abſurd conceits, I forbear to retort. It is changing rational 
enquiry into the inſolence of invective, and degrading the autho- 
rity of talents into the illiberality of prejudice and If 
happineſs be the obje& of man's attainment, opinions about our 

deareſt 
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vocal expreſſion that language can convey, 
J ſhall only reply in the words of Cicero: UF 
molefte feram tantum ingenium, (bond venid me 
audies) in tam leves, ne dicam in tam ineptas 
ſententias incidiſſe. It is at beſt aſſuming an 
unwarrantable licence with any writing, but 
ſurely a very dangerous one with that which 
God has authoriſed to reveal his will unto 
us, and from the knowledge and belief of 
which our doom 1s to be irrevocably de- 
termined. | 


But having, on the day appointed to com- 
memorate our Lord's aſcenſion, taken this 
very text as a ſubject of diſcuſſion, I ſcruple 
not to avail my ſelf of this method of reply, 
and to convey to you my opinion of the paſ- 


deareſt concerns ſhould of all others be held as ſacred and ſincere: 
there is a reſpectability even in the weakneſs of religious error that 
forbids affront. To the rooted perſuaſion of ſome of the moſt 
enlightened underſtandings that have ever adorned the annals of 
human nature, the author has undoubtedly a right to object; but 
humility and decency ſhould have taught him not to dictate, 


Vide Pamphlet, part ii. p. 65, 85. ( 
lage, 


tw Y 


ſage, as I then Tangeſind it to the minds of 
my audience. 


After the miracle of the five loaves, Jeſus, 
had withdrawn himſelf from Tiberias to 
Capernaum, and. was followed. there by a 
part of the five thouſand who had ſo lately 
experienced the effects of his miraculous 
bounty. Perceiving the motive of their jour- 
ney, not becauſe they had ſeen the miracles, 
as our Saviour himſelf upbraids them, but 
becauſe they had eaten of the loaves and 


fiſhes; he recalls their attention- to the cir- 


1 


cumſtances of the fact, and by an alluſion 
they could not miſtake, though few of them 


had faith enough to comprehend, endeavours 


to impreſs their minds with ſuitable ideas of 
his exalted character, and of the work he 
came to accompliſh. 


Leet the reader compare this circumſtance with a ſimilar one 
in the caſe of his ples: ; Matth, xvi. 6; Mark viii. 15. 
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Labour not, ſays he, for the meat which 
= - periſheth, but for that meat which endureth unto 
\ everlaſting life: I am the bread of I Je, he that 
cometh to me ſhall never hunger ; ; and he that 
believeth on me ſhall never thirſt. Tf any man 

eat of this bread he ſhall live for ever: and the 

bread that I will give is my fleſh, which I give 

for the life of the world. Except ye eat the fleſh 

of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye have 


10 J. ah in you. 
= Strongly rooted in their own religious 


prejudices, and inclined to believe nothing 
but what was ſubmitted to ocular demon- 
ſtration, the Jews began to murmur at this 
extraordinary language. They ſaw a man 
like themſelves, aſſerting a poſition which 
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was literally impoſſible: he might be a pro- 
phet ſent from God, and endowed with the 
power of working miracles for the benefit 


t «© Take, eat, this is my body, which is given for you: do this 
* in remembrance of me. 
© and 
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and reformation 

7 8 of his people: but was he 

. ge Joſeph and Mary 4 ; 

W om they knew; a = 

"I. f 4 down from be - 
uld this man give his 3 


eaten? 
0 * 


CY 0 
| « 


ples, or to clear u ir d 
_ P their doubts b 
= . — Saviour proceeds 4 
* ae exaggeration, till 3 
= = cr to ſo hi Wa 
RT in wonder and 3 
. n their unbelief: 
ee ſaying, who can hear it b. 
. W : 1 them with the mildneſs f 
—= ” : . „ Doth 6515 offend you? = 
„ ſee the Son of Man aſc 2 
+ en. before? That is, O Fo 
9 wa e — does it ſee 
_— redible, after what you h 
pretend to have come down _ 
rom 
heaven, 


"ym 6 
; 1. 
ity 
405 HET 1 
If. 1 \ 
Te 229436 
4 my +800 J 
2 4 
+392 9% : q 
W 
Ws eee “ . 
Mite 17 
wal +} | 
* : x4 | 2 | 
i 13 4 
, ad - ih 
141. 5 
1647 it 1 f 
1 i! 4 
i me 11 4 
. it 
Wt Th | 
fi 1 N 
143 1 
. e 14 
$55.20) \ | : ; 
- T q 
: 3109408 | Hg. 
101 148 
1415 14 1 
if 115 IN i 4 3 
1 +4 ; 1 
{Ot ap 1 24 
f il | | 1D 
18 | i 
hehe | if 73 
Wan } 5! : : 
Ny $i 22 
TRA 43 E s 
1. n 1 
a7 + 144591 * 4 ; 
| any 1% oo 
| 7 1 1 
7 4 y f 
lp 5 Li F | 1 4 
1447; 3? | {ret 1 3 
"31! 1144 
1 ie 1 : F- 
[2 i 4: 847 ® 4 
Men 5 
1 13 l | 1-444 t 14 
ee u 4 
1 * ts ! | 
4; {i 1 30 
039807! 22 
: 17 7 11 ? #/ 
: 18 * I 
| as {4578 " 
n 
ti j 1454 'KL'M 
- #7 + t f 
i * 7 Fett 1. 
Ez ; 1 i 
i $131 + 
ix bo Pet 13. 
{i B13 1 4 
. s {68 4% 
00% (10100 
(1H MAR F000 4.8 
"1 7 1 ft WE : 
i Ml it IM 
"RA 8 180 | 
WH 7 1 | 
4 0 Nth * 3 
17 1 
F 1 4 503 x 
44:3 'n* 18 | 
7 69k } 01 +4 
| 18 ny In [ 
} : # * it ' 
| 14. 114 ; 
117 ii 'F in 'H 
e 
15 at | : 
RN LED 
FI 14 5 
ith 1 If 4 
15 e 3 
{oh £18 tt i! v ; 
Nein 2 
q A . 36 9 
in 1 
[24 11 1 
; il in - * 
11 I | "4 I 
' 193! 4 
; ANG 3 2 
1K ENT 391 s 7 
45 5 115 18 p * 
1 1 7 be 
+3 Ti 7 
£2 1: E 
wo 4 15 
775 1 , 3 
iin 4 1 
inn . 
1438 k 467 7 
L . i: 
78 $19 [80 3 | 
9347 1921 
i 47 al 4 
$4.4 1 2 
111 0 3 
Nee | 2 
1 a! 1. ; { 
1 BY l 
n 1 : 
mt Tit p 
1 1 X 
14 1 * 1 $ | 
nne 2 
. kg a8 | 71 > 
4 £7) Mi * A 
Nn 2 
115 1 
i 2 
+ 1 * g 
. 7:8 
e 4 
{ . 11 | 
TY \ 3% ; 
«» #4 by $ 
{+R 2 9 4 
1 1 
27H +25 +0 * 
; 200g 1801 | 
1179 N | 
/ #33 l 1 * 
r * 12%: 18 f 
1 1 i 
' 4 B25 {8 1 
2557 i 
e 
12 1 'S 
3 38 BY 
: oY *\ 28 
| 3 38 7 9 
$ Is ; l a2 
1 1 5 
ö 2 4 
* 72 14 
1 1 
1 
Wi: 1 | ff 
. 1 
1 1 
1 4 1 
5 92 6 4 
e 7 
428 8108 
.* 4 x 
1 
' FF 
| 8-45 8h 
| = 2 
: 9 | \ 
- o 440 
1 
. me : 
11 1 
14 . 
1 Et 8 ö 
f 1 
1 
GY 
=—_ * 1 a 
1 2 
7 "uh 
' vi At-t. 
: x; ui . 
5 3 
| ; PL. 4 £ 
1 ® 
; * 7 b 
* 1 * 
5 1 4 d 
1 ME 3 2 
1 N 
1 = i 
' . 72.00 — 
1 1. 5 8 
SURRY 
. ; — 
9 by: 7 2 1 
1 1 
=. 2 
SUS] 
mo : 
1 
fi 5 N . 
1 j 5 : 
I 417 
} : Fx: 
1 
1 $115 
1 i 
1: + 25 | 
1 9 , 
1 44 q 
192 8 
27K. 
if $1. 
i: _ \ of 5% 
1 
1 
"US 
1 
— 1 . 1 4 
: 3 q 
| « 
1 I, 0 | * 
t$ 2 
= * 
1 W 
: ; : 5 
14 SSSR 
| 4 4 2 21 * 
1 4 
AZ = 
+ I * 7 F 22 
8 8 4 25 4 
Bhs 
. 8 _ 
— 8 
K 


= 
"4 
* 
* 
2 "2 
uw 3 
— 4 
1 
. 
1 
b- 
x 
-£ 
8 
* 0 - 
4 * » 
"+ if 
x 
8 
3 
7. 
4+ 
. 
* * 
"+ EY 
+ 
- 
248 
* 
L 
4 
., 
5. 
* 
7 


RE &__4 
heaven, and will you not believe it on zhe 
credit of my own affirmation ? What will you 
ſay then, when J ſhall be taken up thither 
in the ſight of you all? When at the ac- 
compliſhment of my miniſtry, and after the 
fulfilment of all the prophecies concerning 
me, you behold me reaſcending to aſſume my 
former glory in the boſom of my Father; 
will you then believe my divine original? 
will you then be ſatisfied that your earthly 
aſſociate humbled himſelf to human ways, 
that he might more compaſſionately inter- 
cede for human infirmities? You cannot 
ſurely imagine that I ſpoke of real bread, 
when I called myſelf by that name; or that 


it is the very ſubſtance of my body and blood 
which you are corporally to eat and drink, 


in order to the attainment of eternal life; 
only believe in me, be ſatisfied that I will 
not deceive you, and all ſhall be explained: 
It is the ſpirit that quickeneth, the fleſh profitetb 
nothing : the words that T ſpeak unto you, they 


are ſpirit and they are life, We 


We have now ſeen every word that he ut- 
tered on this memorable occaſion verified: 
we can compare the completion of events 
with his prediction of them: we acknow- 
ledge him to be the real Bread of Life that 
deſcended from heaven: we ſpiritually eat 
his body and drink his blood in the comme- 
moration of his own holy ordinance: we 

have followed our triumphant Redeemer to 
the right hand of his Father, and beheld him 
aſſerting that power which his enemies dared 
to deſpiſe, and claiming that title they ob- 
ſtinately refuſed to acknowledge. We have 
learnt to verify and appropriate the prophe- 
tic declaration: Thou haft gone up on high, 
Thou haſt led capti vi ty captive ;. glory and wor- 
ſhip are before him, power and honour are in his 
January, Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and 
be ye lift up, ye everlaſting doors, and the king 
of glory ſhall come in. In ſhort, what he him- 
{elf makes the teſt of his divinity, confirms 
the truth of his doctrines with ſuch a won- 
e derful i 
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derful agreement and correſpondence, that 
his accuſation againſt the obſtinate Jes gut 
there are ſome of you that believe not, falls with 
ſeverer reproach on the unconvinced Chriſ- 
tian, in proportion to the meaſure of his 
aſſiſtance, and the grounds of his conviction: 
we cannot but cry out in the language of his 
faithful diſciple, Ve believe and are ſure that 
Thou art Chriſt the Son of the living God. 


You may call this, and moſt probably will, 
Sir, my Expoſition of Scripture; and whoever 
may take the trouble to compare it with that 
of Dr. Prieſtley," to them I ſhall leave the 
determination of the plainneſs and ambi- 
guity of either. I ſhall, doubtleſs, alſo ſub- 
ject myſelf, in your opinion, to the imputa- 
tion of credulity, when I pronounce the 
evidence of a pre-exiſtent ſtate of glory, to 
be ſo deciſively authenticated by this very 


Vid. Letters to Dr. Price, and Preexiſtence of Chriſt anſerip- 
tural, by Philo-Chriſtos, p. 22, &c. 9 | 
paſſages 


- 2 * 2 "we Lak: * 
* * ** 
[ 65 ] 


paſſage, that even E there were found no 


other corroborating teſtimony, I would build 


my faith upott this direct and ite aſſertion. | 


To eſtabliſh the ſame faith in Dr. Prieſtley 


I know that it is inſufficient with all i its re- 
lative confirmation; and though not ſatisfied 


with any interpretation uf this extraordinary 
paſſage, yet rather than believe our Saviour to 
have exifted in any other ſtate before the crea- 
tion of the world, or to have left ſome flate of 
great dignity and bappi neſs when be came hither, 
you would have recourſe to the old and exploded 
Socinian idea of Chriſt's actual aſcent into hea- 
wen, or of bis imagining that be had been carried 
up thither in a viſſon; which, like that of St. 
Paul, he had not been able to diſtinguiſh from a 
reality: Nay, to be explicit, you would not build 
an article of faith, of ſuch magnitude, on the 
correftneſs of John's recolle&ion and repreſenta- 
ton of our Lord's language; and fo ſtrange and 
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appear to you, that ſooner than admit it, you 
would ſuppoſe the whole verſe to be an interpola- 
tion, or that the old Apoſtle diftated one thing, | 
and his amanuenſis wrote another. 


To this ſeferedted court of judicature, 
and which certainly is ſomething abſolute in 
its deciſions, a ſincere Chriſtian would, I 
think, refuſe to bow. Vou really now, Sir, 
out- herod Herod, and far outſtrip the moſt 
determined efforts of Socinian enterpriſe, 
On another crabbed paſlage, Tow Abpany. ye 
veo dat „ Ew E, Before Abraham Was, I AM, 
Socinus did ſtretch a point to accommodate 
it to his own opinions, and diſcovered that 
it meant, 7 Before Abraham can be Abraham, 
that 18, the father of many nations, 6 %% Ely [ 


mu 


Letters to Dr. Price, p. 57, 58, &c. 


Y It will naturally * aſked, where I have collected this curious 
morſel of Socinian Criticiſm ? and, I am afraid, it is from a ſource 


that Dr. Prieſtley will think, a little contaminated. In the full 


_— to the Eſſay on ST by a certain My, Jones, and which 
is 


L „ 1 
muſt be the Saviour and light of the world: S 
that Abraham is perverted from a proper 
name into an appellative, his 'ſubPantial for- 
mation and exiſtence into an accidental capacity, 
and the reol exiſtence. of our Saviour made to 
denote his office of Me ob. It is true, Sir, 
that he himſelf was ſomewhat ſurpriſed at 
his own diſcovery, and not caring, for the 
ſake of the Chriſtian world, that it ſhould 
reſt upon the foundation of private judgment, 
his nephew, Fauſtus Socinus, has told us he 
received it from immediate inſpiration: Non 
ne multis precibus ipſius, Jeſil nomine inbo- 
cats, impetravit ipſe. Socinus contr. Eutrop. 
p. e 


* 
* 


is to be found i in the and ond of his Theolopjcal Works, 
the whole may be ſeen accurately ſtated, with the authorities ad- 
duced in proof, p. 84, $5. Having mentioned this gentleman's 
name, Dr. Prieſtley will allow me to add, that notwithſtanding 
the indifference with which he may view Mr. Jones's opinions, or 
however ſtrongly he may condemn the warmth with which they 
are defended, they are the firm and rooted opinions af a mind, 
encircling; I could almoſt ſay, the whole compaſs of human 
knowledge, and confirming its deciſions v4 the moſt laborious 
and minute inveſtigation. e | 
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Now, Sir, had the uncle preſumed to ven- 
ture on your ſurer mode of interpretation, he 


would, I think, have been ſpared ſome enthu- 
faſm, and his nephew a great deal. of blaſ- 
 phemy;* and had he alſo charged the Apoſtle's 


amanuenſis with ignorant or wilful omiſſion, the 
boldneſs of rejecting a divine authority 


would have been more candid than the at- 
tempt to ule it diſingenuouſly. Beſides, Sir, 


if we may believe Ireneus, Tertullian, or Epi- 


phanius, he might have ſupported this mode 


of amputation by the reſpectable authorities 
of many Ei lful practitioners. Marcion diſ- 


avowed the goſpels of Matthew, Mark, and 


Modern Socinians have, I think, qualified this interpreta- 
tion, and ſay it means before Abraham was, i. e. in the divine 


decree and foreknowledge, 7 am; that is, our Saviour was prede- 
termined to appear before Abraham; but this is juſt as poor 2 


ſubterfuge as the other, the poſitive word Ev ſtill remains, and 
the preference and advantage of Chriſt above Abraham no more 


appears, than that of Abraham above Dr. Prieſtley or me; for 


he was predetermined to appear before us. Vide Tillotſon's 
Sermons, vol. 1. fol. edit. p. 425. I would alſo refer the reader 
to the pamphlet, Pre-exi/tence of Chriſt unſcriptural, by Philo 


. Chriſtos, and ſee how the interpretation there ſuggeſted mends 


the matter: Vide alſo Welſh Frecholder, Pe 78. 
x John; 


61] 
John; and as to that of St. Luke, and the 
epiſtles of St. Paul, added, changed, and re- 
jected their ſeparate parts, as it beſt ſuited his 
' own purpoſe. This too was the practice of 
Ebion, Cerinthus, and the Gnoſtics; but 
that Dr. Prieſtley, profeſſing himſelf a lover 
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truth, and not à contender for victory, an ad- 
vocate for a fair and candid diſcuſſion, ſhould | 
ſo far depart from the acknowledged princi- 
ples of argument, as to 7n/inuate a doubt where 
it moſt became him to eftabliſh a proof, can- 
not be accounted for on the claim of contro- 
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verſial dexterity; but on thoſe prejudices of 
opinion, which make men ſometimes forget 
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what they happen to think unreaſonable. 


But you cannot believe this affirmation of 
our Saviour, © becauſe Chriſts ſuperior na- 


* Vide Letter I. to Dr. Horne, the late and much-lamented 
Biſhop of Norwich, then Dean of . 


d Vide Letters to Dr. Price, p. 45+ 
F 3 of Fur CT. 
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cc tyre is never deſcribed in terms that give 


« us an idea of its being able to perform 
te more than any other man might have per- 
te formed. He preached, he declared the 
« will of God, and performed miracles in 
« his name; at the ſame time declaring what 
«© mult have been an equivocation, according 
te to your ſyſtem, [viz. Dr. Price's] that he 
* could do nothing of himſelf, and that the 
« Father within bim did the works; and laſtly, 
« he died, and by the power of God bis Fu- 
& ther be was raiſed from the dead. Now is 
te not all this predicable of a man? and does 
eit not beſt ſuit the character of a mana 
ec man, as Peter calls him, approved of God by 
* ſigns and wonders, which God did by him? 


But is this, Sir, a fair or a candid: mode 
of reaſoning? You bring ſcriptural evidence 
to prove à point that no one has diſputed 
with you, the inferiority of Chriſt's human 
condition, and an affirmation of your own #0 

prove 
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prove that he never claimed a ſuperior one. Un- Bil | | 
able, however, to confine the character of all 
Chriſt within Dr. P.'s limitations; and amidſt # ö 
what is predicable of a man, finding ſome claim il 9 
to a more exalted and greater degree of pre- 
eminence than man could ever obtain, it is [ j 
the union of the two natures (and here, as Fil 
far as a pre-exiſtent ſtate goes, the Arian and ö | 
Trinitarian agree) that, we urge, conſtitute j 
the truth, and explain the language of ſerip- UH 
ture. You may ridicule and deſpiſe this it 
inconſiftent idea; and what we deem an article 1. 
of faith, you may endeavour to unſettle by 1 
rational conjecture; but the only argument is, - f a i 
whether that faith is built on ſcriptural foun- 12 Ii 
dation. We need not go far in ſeareh of 1 


materials, for in the very verſe that follows 
the one you allude to with ſuch exulting 1 
confidence, it is ſaid, Therefore the Jes 
ſought the more to kill him, becauſe be not only 
bad broken: the Sabbath, but [aid alſo that God 


e John v. 18. | 
Ed: Was 


©... 2 


as his Father, making himſelf equal with God: 
or, as it ſtands in the original, E Tov Tajspe 
Nor ede ye Tov Ocov; that is, his blaſphemy was. 
of the higheſt caſt, he had called God his own 
Father, he had ſhewn 4 peculiar alliance to 
him beyond all the prophets that had ever 
appeared, Now the Jews muſt have ſadly 
miſunderſtood our Saviour's meaning; or 
our Saviour, in the imminent danger of his 
life, had he been conſcious of no higher ex- 


traction than that of his earthly parents, 
would certainly have undeceived - them to 


eſtabliſh peace and quiet. God was the re- 
puted Father* of the whole Jewiſh nation; as 
a prophet confirming his miſſion by miracles, 
Chriſt ſtood upon the ſame footing with 
many that had gone. before; and had he 


claimed no higher principles, the works that 


he did could not have armed the Jews with 
ſuch rancour and bitterneſs againſt him: 
but when in the character of a mere teacher, 


4 John viii. 41, : | ubant 
N | witnou 
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without even the ordinary advantages of 
birth, fortune, or erudition, they ſaw a man 
aſſurving a power ſo far beyond even their 
| moſt exaggerated conceptions of a promiſed 
deliverer, then their pride took the alarm, 
and blind to their eternal intereſts, and 
loſing ſight of their true deliverance, they 
ſacrificed to earthly paſſions the grace, the 
mercy, and the goodneſs of an everlaſting 
and compaſſionate Saviour. 


The ſupport alſo you boaſt to derive from 
the expreſs atteſtation of St. Peter, is a ſecu- 
rity you are by no means authorized to 
aſſume. Had you carried on your quotation 
to the ſucceeding verſe, you would have been 
ſtaggered, I think, with a declaration ſome- 
thing inconſiſtent with mere humanity; tbe man 
whom God raiſed up, having looſed the pains 
or bonds of death, was raiſed up, becauſe it 
was not poſſible that he ſhould be holden of it: 
| Ka], . mv dra eν⁰D. D un” alſou. 


Acts ii. 24. 1 There 
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E 
There is, therefore, a cauſe aſſigned for our 
Saviour's reſurrection, operating as it were 
on the Almighty will; an implied, if not a 
direct, avowal of a far more exalted being 
than man, whoſe ſoul was not to be left in bell, 
neither was his fleſh to ſee corruption. Satis- 
fied, however, that there are many poſitive 
indications of our Lord's humanity, I ſhould 


have left you in full poſſeſſion of your diſ- 
: covery, had 1t not been for the ſake of ob- 
| 1 ſerving the little deference you pay to the 
1 {ame teacher and inſtructor on other occaſions: 
I This Peter, who, according to your afler- 
tion, believed and preached of Chriſt as a 
mere man, does certainly, like the reſt of the 
i Apoſtles; allude to the great and expratory 
= ſacrifice of his death: So that © Ele ac- 
* cording to the foreknowledge of God the Fa- 
A 7 tber, through ſanctiication of the ſpirit, unto 


1 e 22 
3 J * Pa; * * . 
A R MRO. > \ 2 
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f AQts ii. 31. Pſa. xvi. 10. 
Z 1Peter i. 1, 2. Compare this with Hebrews xi. 24+ 
| ie Obedience 


1 


ce obedience, and ſprinkling of the blood of Feſus 
ce M : Foraſmucb as ye know that ye were” 
ce not redeemed with corruptible things, &c. but 
ec with the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a lamb 
ce without blemiſh and without ſpot. * For Chriſt 
8 alſe hath once. ſuffered for fins, the juſt for the 
te unjuſt, that be might bring us to Gd. Who 
« bis ownſelf bare our fins in his own body on the 
tree, that we being dead to fins ſhould live 


ce unto righteouſneſs; by whoſe Nripes ye were 
ce healed.” | 


Now here, Sir, your guide happening to de- 
diate a little from the path you are determined to 
fellow, you deſert and abandon him; you deny 
any ſuch alluſion to be intended; and though 
it is impoſſible for words to convey a more 
literal and full accompliſhment of the pro- 
phetic teſtimony concerning Chriſt, and of 
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d I Peter i. 13, 19. Compare Exod, xii. 5. and 1 Cor, v. 7. 
1 Peter iii. 18. Compare Heb. ix. 26. 
| 1 Peter ii. 24. | 
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N 
the great and effectual ſacrifice he was to 
offer for the ſins of mankind, we are told 
that this is an arbitrary ſuppoſition, not coun- 
tenanced by the circumſtances of Chriſt's hiftory, 
and injurious to the character of the ever-bleſſed 
God. Thus then we are again called upon 
to ſurrender our opinions to Dr. Prieſtley; | 
but whilſt with more ingenuity than diſcre- 


tion in ſpiritual matters, he 


« Diruit, ædificat, mutat quadrata rotundis, 
the prudent Chriſtian will ſeek for a more 
uniform building, and for one that 1s erected 
on a ſafer foundation. 


But then, no ſuch terms as the per fend 
Logos , the word incarnate, or incarr ation, 15 


ſed by St. Matthew, Mark, or Luke: and 1s it 
credible, that if this was the ground-work f 


II could wiſh the reader to peruſe Dr. Prieſtley's Doctrine of 
Atonement, in his firſt vol. of Corru ptions of Chriſtianĩty, and 


then compare it with three Sermons, but little known, I believe, 


but well deſerving a peruſal, by the late Caleb Evans. 
m Letters to Dr. Geddes and Dr. Price, p. 41. 


Chriſtian it, 


wt 


Chriſtianity, they would not have mentioned it 
whenever they | ſpoke of Chriſt? Their filence, 
therefore, makes an irreſiſtible argument in fa- 
vour of the ſimple humanity of Chriſt. 


And what have we to do, Sir, with your 


ſuppoſitions and conjectures? Allowing this 


ſort of proof to be concluſive, I could fur- 


niſh juſt as irreſiſtible an arguraent againſt 
the ſpiritual. exiſtence of God. No ſuch term 
as ſpirit, applied to God, is uſed by any of 
the apoſtles except St. John; and is it credi- 
ble, that if this were to be an eſſential article 
of a Chriſtian's belief, they would not have 
mentioned it whenever they ſpoke of him? 
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The only ground on which this argument 
againſt the incarnation could bottom, would 
be on the Evangeliſt's ſilence as. to the fact, 
and not as to the mode of expreſſion; and 
you ſhould have firſt proved St. Matthew's 
account of the miraculous conception to be 
an interpolation, the ſublime language of St. 
ps Luke, 
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Luke, The Holy Gboſt ſhall come upon thee, 
and the power of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow 
thee, to be a mere figure of ſpeech, expreſſive 
only of an extraordinary child to be born, 


and that there was no wonderful or peculiar 
diſtinction between the nativity of Chriſt and 
that of his propbetic forerunner, before you 
had ventured to appeal to a reference ſo un- 
favourable to your cauſe. When the three 
firſt Apoſtles* publiſhed their narrative, they 
thought that no one could diſbelieve the evi- 


Chap. 1. The reader need only compare the annunciation to 
Elizabeth of the birth of John, and that to Mary of the birth of 
Jeſus; and then attend to our Saviour's own words [chap. VII, 
24 to 28] reſpecting the Baptiſt and himſelf, to be ſatisfied, I 
think, about the filence of the Evangeliſts INTE his ſuperior 


ſtate of glory. 


It is alſo worthy of remark, that St. Matthew wrote at a time 
when many of the near relations of the Holy Family muſt have 
been alive, by whom the ſtory, had it been falſe, had been eaſily 
confuted. St. Luke alſo, who writes for the peculiar uſe of the 
converted Gentiles, and for the expreſs purpoſe of furniſhinga 
ſummary of authentic facts, records the circumſtagce for the pur- 
poſe, as it ſhould ſeem, of ſuppreſſing any ſpurious narration. 
For the full force of this argument I muſt beg the reader to turn 
to Dr. Horſley's Tracts, p. 325. 


dence; 


[ 29 J 


dence; they wrote not to controyert hereti- 


cal opinions, but ſimply to ſhew the ſource 
of that divine authority by which they ated, 
and the importance; of that belief to which 
they were called to give their teſtimony. St. 
John, on the contrary, who had been witneſs 
to the ſad diſſentions of Chriſtians, and was 
deſirous of rooting out the errors Which diſ- 


graced their profeſſion, may be ſaid to have 


added a kind of ſupplement to the reſt. 


every where confirming the truth of their 
narration, and relating only ſome diſcourſes 
and miracles of our Saviour, which had been 
omitted by the former Evangeliſts, and which 
he thought, at the time he wrote, might be 


uſefully repreſented. Whilſt he talks, for | 


inſtance, of the word that was made fleſh, and 


of the glory of Chriſt, as the glory of the only be- 


gotten of the Father, he omits every circum- 
tance of the nativity as one already recorded 
and known; and proceeds at once to charge 


with guilt thoſe who could reject ſo clear a 
manifeſtation 
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manifeſtation of his divinity. In fact, if we 


except the miracle of feeding the five thou- 


| ſand,” and which was probably introduced 


for the ſake of thoſe divine diſcourſes to 
which it gave occation, no marvellous event 
that is mentioned by the other Evangeliſts is 
related by St. John: he confines himſelf ſolely 


to the account of his perſecution, death, and 
reſurrection, and ſtates only thoſe remark- 
able incidents of his life which had not been 


before notified: but in all that he teſtifieth 
of his Lord, he refers to the witneſs of the 
other apoſtles who were preſent, and enumerates 
ſeveral circumſtances denoting their belief of our 
Saviour's divinity. After the account of the 


miracle at Cana, This beginning of mira- 


* cles, ſays he, did Jeſus in Cana of Galilee, 
* and manifeſted forth his glory, and his diſciples 
believed on him: v So * before you can 


? Vide John vi. 5—13, and pages er where the account 
of this miracle is detailed. 


Aide John 11. 1317; chap. iii; iv. 19; v. 13 vii. 25,.26, 
40, 41; Vil, 12, 21, 24, 47» 50. 8 
build 


PEE TE — 


E i Þ 
build your Socinian ſcheme on ſeriptural 
foundation, you muſt overthrow, in my 
opinion, a plain and continued relation of 
events; you muſt contradict the evidence of 
hiſtorical fact; and whilſt the progreſs of our 


Saviour's life is continually manifeſting the 


powers, you muſt reje& his own aſſerted 
claims to the attributes of Divinity. 


You will excuſe me now for thinking 


neither the argument from St. Peter, or from 


the ſilence of the Evangeliſts, much in your 
favour; but you have the teſtimony alſo of 
another Apoſtle to produce—the author of 
the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, and to whom I 
certainly have, and may again appeal for a 
confuration of your opinions; he it ſeems hath 


taken part againſt us; and in his epiſtle to the 


Hebrews," St. Paul ſpeaks of Chriſt as in his 


nature a little lower than the angels, (quoting 


from the Pfalmiſt an expreſſion applied to 


" Hebrews ii. 7. 
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men in general) though he ſpeaks of bim as in 


dignity advanced far above them. Now would 


he not as readily have ſaid, that he was in na- 
ture, as well as in rank and pre-eminence, by 
divine appointment, ſuperior to angels, if he had 
really thought him to be ſo? Some of Paul's 
epiſtles were written near thirty years after he 
had devoted his whole time to the propagation of 
the goſpel, and there are other writings in the 
New Teſtament of a ſtill later date; and yet in 
none of them do 'you find the proper term by 
which you now expreſs the moſt wonderful and 
the moſt important doctrine of the Chriſtian ſyſtem. 
Is there nothing extraordinary in this, if the doc- 
trine be really true? Here, Sir, you convert 


your argument into a gueſtion of ſurpriſe: I 


cannot think it july excited, or that the 
omiſſion of the proper term makes St. Paul a 
ſtronger advocate for your opinion, than he 


proves to have been on a former occaſion. 


3 Vide Letters to Dr. Geddes and Dr. Price and Bobs of 
Unitarianiſm for 1787. 
This 


1 
: 
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This very Apoſtle, whoſe ſentiments, with 
regard to the humanity of Chrift, you collect 
from this ſolitary phraſe, opens his epiſtle 
with, © God, who at ſundry times and in 
« divers manners ſpake in time paſt unto the 
« fathers by the prophets," hath in theſe laſt 
te days ſpoken unto us by his Son, whom he 
« hath made heir of all things, by whom alſo 
© he made the worlds.” It ſeems alſo to 
have been the chief deſign of St. Paul to 
prove that the Son was ſuperior to the angels," 
in oppoſition to the Simonians and Cerin- 
thians of that time, who attributed the for- 
mation of the world: to angels, and who 


looked upon Jeſus as @ mere man, and as ſuch 


t I forbear to animadvert upon your captious inſinuation in this 
paſſage, that if God ſpake only in theſe laſt days by his Son, he 
evidently did not in the former; becauſe I am not proving the 
doctrines of the new covenant from their coincidence with the 
old, and if I was, ſhould not think it worthy of a ſerious refutation. 


» Vide Parkhurſt's Lexicon on the word ayyzoc, where this 

Gnoſtic Doctrine of the Tons is exhibited in a ſtriking point of 

„ view. To thoſe who read German, I would recommend the 
| peruſal of a book lately publiſhed, Ueber den Gnoſtibern. 

Rt inferios 
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inferior to angels. This clearly appears to 
have. been the intent of the firſt chapter, in 
which, having eminently. diſtinguiſhed our 
Redeemer both in his perſon and office, he 
proceeds in the next chapter to draw the na- 
tural inference of our bounden duty and 
_obedience, in conſequence of his great and 
mediatorial ſervice. He vouchſafed to take up. 
on him our nature, that, through death, he might 
deſtroy him that had the power of death, that is, 
the devil. Beſides, Sir, (without conſulting 
the original) had you examined the paſlage 
you quote, the Epaxv 7:, rendered à little lower, 
is explained in the margin by à little while 
znferior to; and this too, permit me to add, 
is the common and general uſe of the ex- 
preſſion in the beſt Greek writers. In its 
preſent ſenſe I ſee not how it anſwers your 
purpoſe; 1 in the marginal improvement it ſtands 
in direct oppoſition to it: for there it marks 4 
temporal inferiority during his ſtate upon 
earth, a 8 . for the ſake of 
man's 


* 


* by 2. 
Ya ' 


man's redemption, that he, by the grace of 


God, ſhould taſte death for every man; and 


that i in bringing many ſons to glory, the 


Captain of their ſalvation ſhould be made 


perfect through ſufferings. With reſpect to 
the alluſion of the Pſalmiſt, as an expreſſion 
applied to men, a moment's conſideration. 
would, I think, Sir, have ſhewn the weak- 
neſs of this dependance. . Man is indeed made 
lower than the angels, but how is he crowned 
with honour and worſbip? He has in ſome * 
meaſure dominion over the works of bis Creator's 
bands: but how has he all things in ſubjection 
under his feet? The whole of the paſſage 
cannot be literally verified, but in the ſupe- 
rior dignity of a being veiled under the form 


and capacity of man, and reaſſuming, at an 


appointed period, the glory of his former 
ſtation. And, however adverſe the interpre- 
tation may be to your Socinian Creed, the 
ſame appears to me to be the plain and ob- 


* Vide Pierce, Doddridge, and Owen, on this paſſage. 
| G 3 vous 


proofs you have adduced, but what I think 


views meaning of the advice he addreſſes to 
Timothy, where he is exhorting him to, 


maintain with boldneſs be myſtery of the faith 


in @ pure conſcience: for & without contro- 
L 7 A Or rather 0 ene z ef confe Healy 
en doubt, great is the myſtery of god- 
< lineſs; God was manifeſt. in the fleſh, juſ- 
ee tified in the ſpirit, ſeen of angels; or, if 
you will, a, by his meſſengers, viz, the 
apoſtles, * preached unto the Gentiles, be- 
bi lieved on in the world, received up into 
o NE.” 1 Tim. ili. 16. 


* 41 9 
> ” 
& © + 


erte Sir, I have ſeen nothing in the 


repugnant to the whole tenour of ſcripture; 

and whilſt you call in human reaſon to aſſert 
the purity and perfection of righteouſneſs, you 
ſeem to me to employ it not as a handmaid 


Y Upon this text I would wiſh the reader to conſult Wetſtein 
and Mill, together with the Sermon of Dr. Sherlock, vol. iv. firſt 
Sermon ; and Pierce on Philip. 11. 6, a2 8, 9, 10, 11, &c. and 
Mods! 5 Werks, p. 637. | 
tQ 


- 1 % J 
to religion, but to diveſt her of her authority, 
and to ſet up a vain: philoſophy-upon her 
throne. But to purſue your miſtaken ſyſtem 
a little farther : that our Saviour was ſome= 
thing more than a paſſive inſirument in the 
ſcheme of our redemption, has been urged 
from his creative power; and, in anſwer to 
this argument in favour of his Pre-exiftent 
ate, you conciſely tell Dr. Price, Dur opi- 
nion of one man bei ng the maker of the world 
and of all other men, though I once believed it 
myſelf, now appears to be a moſt extravagant 
hypotheſis, anſwering no purpoſe but that of 
giving a literal interpretation to a very few 
texts, which much more naturally admit a diff 
| ferent conſtruction: For you muſt know, that in 
; many caſes, the literal interpretation of an ex- 
7 preſſion is the moſt unnatural of all others. In 
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Vide Letter 5th to Dr. Price, in a pamphlet addreſſed to the 
d Dean of MR Dr, Price, and Mr, —— in the 
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a former ſeries of letters to Dr. Price, you 


reduce theſe few texts to two paſſages, in 


which you ſay Chriſt is in any ſenſe ſaid to 


have created any thing, and that theſe are 
not in any hiſtorical work, but only inciden- 
tal expreſſions in the epiſtles of St. Paul. 


How you convert a poſitive. aſſertion into 
an incidental expreſſion, a real into a figurative 
creation, and the primary and direct ſenſe of 
words into a conjeftural and ſecondary allu- 
ſion, I ſhall leave to your. ingenuity to ex- 
plain. I will aſſume, in anſwer, that ſerip- 
tural evidence, which, I truſt, in its collected 
ſenſe, will be ſufficient to ſet aſide ſuch li- 
centious and unwarrantable interpretation. 
All things were made by bim; and without him 
was not any thing made that was made.: To us 
there is but one Ged, the Father, of whom are 
all things, and we in bim; and one Lord Feſus 


g Rr Epheſ. Ul, Je Col. i. 16. e Letter fifth tO Dr. Price. | 
© John i. 3, | Bok wy 
2 A Chriſt, 


te 


Chriſt, by auboni are all things, and e by Hime 
For by bim "were all things created that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, wifible and in- 
v1/ible, whether they be thrones," or + dominions; 
or principalities, or powers; all things were 
created by him, and for bim; and be is before 
| all things, and by him all things confift.* Up- 
" holding all things by the word f bis power. 


Unto the Son he ſaith, Thy throne,” O God, is 


for ever and ever: a ſceptre of righteouſneſs ts 
the ſceptre of thy kingdom. And thou, Lord, 


in the beginning haſt laid the foundation of the 


earth: and the heavens are the works of thine 
hands: they ſhall periſh; but thou remaineſt= 
and as a veſture ſhalt thou fold them up, and 
they A be changed. 


From fach doc and abſolute teſtimony 
you bid us look to the reaſon of things; * you 


e x Cor. vii. 6. Col. i. 16, 17. 
© Heb..i. 3, 3. 10; 1, th | 
* Vide Pamphlet to Dr, Geddes and Dr. Price, p. 50. 
: | cannot 
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:4Þ cannot imagine any cauſe” why the redemp- 
tion of mankind, from ſuperſtition and fin, 
with its attendant death, ſhould require the 
incarnation of a ſuperangelic being: that 
} is, Sir, in other words, and you cannot 
deem it a forced conſtruction, Why had the 
F Almighty right to ſubje& any thing to our 

faith, that could not be analyzed by our 
reaſon? Your argument, Sir, undoubtedly 
goes to this, for, upon every doctrinal point 

of ſcripture, the door is open to the ſame 
queſtion of expediency and uſe, Placed under 
the government of God, and directed by his 
immediate guidance, a Jew may ſee no reaſon 
for his eſtabliſhing a new covenant, or for 
the ſuperſeding the Moſaical Law by the 
brighter diſpenſation of the goſpel. I can 

fee no reaſon, ſays the moral Deiſt, why a 

belief in Chriſtianity ſhould be deemed ne- 

ceſſary to my ſalvation; and ſurely, to love 

God, and fulfil the duties of a man, mult 

be all that is eſſentially required from a wiſe 

and 


"yr, i 
„ e 
©S « 1 — 4 oy 
* * a 1 
5 ty. Er 


SR Hs 
* 2 
K 2 " 


C p [ i, + gp wb ZI - 
r * 
c TE LS 2 EIT, 


— » T7 2 Ne 
3 
: \ 
. XX ares eh 
Sr. $40 SC. GAS — 


[ 91 1 


and benevolent Creator. In ſhort, Sir, there 


is not that abſurdity or contradiction which 
ſome people's rational powers, with this diſ- 
penſing clauſe, will not maintain, and even 
many times defend and countenance, from 
the free inveſtigation of ſeriptural evidence. 


If, however, the numerous diſſentions 
among Chriſtians confirm the weakneſs as 
well as ſtrength of the human underſtand- 


ing, let me not be miſconſtrued into ſuch a 


bigotted advocate for words and ſyllables, as 
not to feel and acknowledge the elucidations 
of ſcripture from the labours of the learned, 
and that many obſcure paſſages have been 
rendered clear by mutual compariſon and re- 
peated inveſtigation. But knowing alſo how 
the plaineſt expreſſions may be eluded by the 
arts of interpretation, where a language is 


tranſlated 


I remember in ſome Sermon againſt Free Agency, the words 
of our Saviour to St. Peter, Thou ſhalt deny me thrice, were, by 
a ſtreſs upon the word /alr, converted into a poſitive decree, and 

5 irreſiſtible 
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tranſlated uniformly in a conſiſtency both with 
propriety and perſpicuity, and where alſo the 
truth to be conveyed is addreſſed to thoſe- 
who are to be ſaved this I ſhould reckon 
(with Dr. Campbell) to be the ſimpleſt and 
ſureſt method of making us enter into the 
conceptions of the Sacred Writers, and —_— 
their very turn of thinking. 


It is by this ſtandard, Sir, that I wiſh to 
eſtimate the argument before us; the words 
which I have quoted as declaratory of Chriſt's 
creative power, I aſſert to be direct and ap- 
poſite, explanatory of the original, appa- 
rently involving no figurative alluſion, but 
conveying the plain meaning of ſimple Greek 
words, rendered as nearly as one language 
can render another in their primitive and 


irreſifible order of the N ty. Dr. Prieſtley will think that 
this is taking a freedom, and yet the inverſion of a ſingle comma 
may be more commendable than the perverſion of a whole phraſe, 


by Campbell on the goſpels, vol. i. 290. | 
1 ordinary 


18 1 
call the literal expreſſion unnatural, merely 
becauſe it combats your prejudices? A literal 


interpretation may be unnatural, where the 
expreſſion refers to an emblematical or ſym- 


bolical fignification; as, Except ye eat the fleſh 


of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye have 
10 fellowſhip with him: but it is not unnatural 


becauſe it ſtates an extraordinary fact. Tell 


a man under the burning zone that you had 


walked upon water hardened into the con- 
ſiſtency of a rock, your words would clearly 


repreſent a fact, though he might literally 


think it impoſſible, - The miraculous concep- 
tion is recorded to us in equally intelligible 
terms; and though you may chooſe to diſbe- 


lieve the fact, the account of it is n 
plain and natural. 


Upon what ground then, Sir, do you build 


your aſſertion? upon a practice you chooſe to 


bending 


— * 
— —_ a apap * by — 
p read, ahi Derr r — 2 USE ST b 
— . . —— 
FO . 0 F T7 _—_ 
We , at ae 23832 "Py * 81 [ > \ e * 1 * 
e ie 2 7 L PDE TOTO. 4 A 
* 


adopt of . a rational religion, and then 


8 A 0 . SIAN 
_ - TIES D 
a 2 - 
aha CS, n n * . 
3 r 


i os þ 


bending the articles of your faith to what 
you imagine to be a conſiſtent expoſition? 
I have nothing to do with the divine attri. 
bute of Chriſt preſſing hard upon the Arian 
ſyſtem, in their refuſing divine worſhip to 
an acknowledged creative power ; or that, by 
denying two natures, as we do, they admit 
of two Gods, one by nature and one by office. 
I think it does, and the argument of Dr. 
Price about the creation of matter out of no- 
thing, and the formation and arrangement of it 
by our. Saviour, whilſt it tends more fully to 
confirm my own opinions, ſhews to what 
weak ſhifts the ſtrongeſt minds, when ham- 
pered, may be ſometimes driven. 


From this ſhort review of your ſentiments, 
and the means you take to ſupport them, the 
reader muſt judge how far you have im- 
proved the oil of a Chriſtian's faith and hope ; 
.and whether in guarding, as you call it, the 
eſſentials of religion, you have not impaired 

the 


v 95 J 
the evidence, and injured the conſiſtency of 
holy writ; whether your ſcrupulous examina= 
tion does not frequently end in vague con- 
jecture; and whether you do not aſſume that 
liberty of interpretation which would equally 
involve all ancient literature in univerſal 


ſcepticiſm. Havin g examined, therefore, 
your irręſiſtible arguments in favour of the 
mere humanity, let us now ſurvey the ir- 
refragable proofs you bring to confirm the 
fole divinity, of the Father, In your letter to 
Dr. Geddes, you ſay the doctrine of the unity 
of God is unqueſtionably that of a thouſand texts, 


and is implied in the whole tenor of ſcripture; j | 
this no perſon ever did or can deny. In this [ 
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aſſertion, Sir, you are perfectly juſtified; and, 
inſtead of the eight texts you are pleaſed to 1 
call to our recollection, had you named a | 
thouſand you would have found no advocate 
of our faith but who would have. admitted 
them in their fulleſt latitude, He might, 
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em with ſome other 
texts that juſt as unequivocally aſſert the 'dinj. 
nity of our Lord and Saviour, and then aſked; 
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how he was to reconcile both aſſeverations 
= but on the ſuppoſition of the divine union with 
buman nature? And though he might be ac- 
cuſed of monſtrous abſurdity, that ſuch ideas 
grilitated againſt ſeripture doctrine, that the 
Hteral expreſſion was unnatural, and that they 
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wore an appearance of ambiguity on the very 
face of them ;. ſtill, impreſſed with the ſenfe 
and perſpicuity of the language, finding that 
it poſſeſſed every quality of clear and candid 
narration, and that the article propounded to 
his belief was recommended in a manner con- 
 formable to the dictates of conſcience, and the 
common _ ſenſe of mankind, he might conſider 
the rejection of it as the violation of a ſolemn 
duty, and an act of diſobedience to lawful 
authority. | 


— 


1 
a 


. As therefore you have only produced eight 
texts, let me. ſo far treſpaſs on my reader's 
patience 


1981 


patience as to confront text with text: my 


argument will then ſtand on its proper foot-. 


8 of the excluſive priv lege 708 aſſume. 
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Matth. xix. 17. | A 
Thou calleſt me good, I hand my Father are one. 
3 | there is none good but one, _ 3 4+ GEM ky $9173 
5 that is, God, 
: Mark xii. 32. 
There is one God, and 
Fn there is none other but he. 


Col. it. 8, . 
Beware leſt any man ſpoil 
you through philoſophy and 


: | 5 vain deceit, after the tradi- 

tion of men, after the rudi- 
i | ments of the world, and not. 
| after Chriſt. For in him 


_  dwelleth the fullneſs of the 
_ Godhead bodily. 
John xvii. 3. | John xiv. 9, 11. 
That they might knowthee He that hath ſeen me, hath 
the only true God, and Jeſus ſeen the Father. Believe me 


the Father in me. 
1 Cor. viii. 6. Rev. i. 8. 
To us there is but one 


mn This paſſage is by ſome ſuppoſed to be an 
cherefore, any diſpute upon that head, I would ſubſtitute, 


% Whoſe are the Fathers, and of whom as concerning the fleſh Chriſt 
came, who is over all Gop bleſſed for evermore." 


H God, 


ing, and a judgment may be formed at — | 


Chrift whom thou haſt ſent, that I am in the Father, and 


nT am Alpha and Omega, 


interpolation; to avoid, 
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God, the Father, of whom 


are all things, and we in him; 

and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by whom are all things, and 
we by him. 


Epheſ. iv. 5, 6. 
One Lord, one faith, one 
baptiſm, one God and Fa- 
ther of all, who is above all, 


and through all, and in you 
all. 


1 Tim. ii. 5. 
There is one God, and 
one mediator between God 


and man, the man Chriſt 
Jeſus. 


Jude 4. 


the beginning and the end- 
ing, ſaith the Lord, which 
is, and which was, and which 
is to come, the Almighty. > 


Matth. xxviii. 19. 
Go ye therefore and teach 


all nations, baptizing them, 


in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the 


8 Holy Ghoſt. 


Rev. i. 17, 18. 
I am the firſt and the laſt: 
Jam he that liveth, and was 
dead; and behold, I am alive 


for evermore. 


1 13. 


Penying the only Lord Looking for that bleſſed 


" I have oppoſed this paſſage of Titus to that of Jude, to mark the in- 
conſiſtency of adducing it as an exceptive clauſe. Jude is not writing to 
Atheiſts, who denied the exiſtence of Gop, but guarding againſt the craft 
and ſubtle inſinuations of the new teachers, who were preaching falſe and 
erroneous opinions, and trampling his Son under their feet. They were 
not denying the only Lord God, but denying the only Lord God in the 
way he choſe to reveal himſelf finally to the world. And it is the {ame 
Lord God, whom in the concluding verſe he addreſſes, © To the only wiſe 
God, our Saviour, be glory and majeſty.” Nay, in ſome MSS. Dr. P. will find 
Azomoſny alone, without Ozoy. In the ſame manner St. Paul, in his Epiſtle 
to Titus, i. 3, ſays, According to the commandment of Cod our Saviour. 
In the next verſe it is, © Peace from God the Father, and the Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt our Saviour.” Thus denoting his divine character, and his office of 
Redeemer. Compare alfo chap, ii. 10, 13; and iii. 4, 6. 1 

. God, 


99 J ; 
God, and our Lord Jeſus hope, and the glorious ap- 
Chriſt, pearing of the great God 


andour Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Rom. xvi. 27. Heb. xiii. 8. 
To God only wiſe be The ſame yeſterday, and 
glory through . Chriſt to 4 and for ever. 
for ever. 


I forbear to make any comment on your 
ſelection of texts, becauſe. I am ready to 
allow, that they do as unqueſtionably prove 
the unity of God, as if you had produced a 
thouſand. But, Sir, this is only an acknow- 
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ledgment of one common faith; and had you 
been more converſant than you probably are 
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with our book of Common-Prayer, you 
would have found, in many of the collects, 
the ſame avowal in plain and direct terms: 


In that, for inſtance, appointed on the 
eighteenth Sunday after Trinity, the exprel- - 
lion is to the full as ſtrong and particular as 
any you have quoted. It ends, and with 
pure hearts and minds to follow Thee the 
only God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 
.H 2 We 


a5 
Sx 


We believe, Sir, in one great and etetnal 


rote of him.“ 
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Father, but in the revelation of that be- 
lief, finding ſomething that * ſuperſeded the 


Moſaic knowledge of God, and a more ex- 


plicit communication of his will imparted to 
us, by one who exerted the powers and 


claimed the attributes of divinity; it is only 


in the diviſibility of perſon that we can re- 
concile the aſſumed ſublimity of Chriſt with 


the indiviſibility of nature: and this 0 
trine, idolatrous as it may appear to you, is 
not the doctrine of three or four texts, or what 


appears to be their ſenſe at firſt ſight only: 
The union of a divins and human nature is 
as fully implied, and as unequivocally ſtated, 


© T would be underſtood to mean by this expreſſion no more 


than what our Saviour himſelf aſſerts, that he came not to an- 


& nul the former law, but to fulfil it.“ We have, in truth, no 


knowledge of God which Moſes had not. The goſpel diſpenſa- 


tion was preached to Abraham, who ſa the day of Chriſt; and 
Moſes w-as not ignorant of it, as Chriſt told the Jews, * had they 
« believed Moſes, they would bare believed him, for Moſes 


* Vide Letter to Dr. Geddes, p. 4+ 


12; Þ 
in the whole tenor of the New Teſtament, 
as either the ſuperiority of the Father, or the 
inferiority of the Son. But my appeal to 
ſcripture is already made, and Chriſtians 
muſt judge of the grounds they have for ſuch 
belief. I ſhall only transfer the application 


of your own words on the eight paſſages you 


quote, to the eight I have taken the liberty 
to oppoſe, with a very ſmall alteration. What 


hard ſtraining, Sir, muſt it not require to 


give any of the above-mentioned texts, which 
have not ſo much as the appearance of am- 
biguity, a plauſible [Trinitarian] Socinian 


interpretation? The truth is, Sir, we allow 
the full and literal force of the expreſſions 
you have cited, but diſavow the validity of 


your figurative explications: and though, as 


to the divinity of Chriſt, an ingenious man, you 


ſay, would eafily find as many plaufible argu- 
ments for the divinity of Moſes, I can only 
reply, that ingenious men have diſcovered, 
though they have not proved, Chriſt and 
| Hy hig 
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his Apoſtles to have been enthuſiaſtic im- 
poſtors, Chriſtianity a code of religious bi- 
gotry, and our belief a farrago of ſuperſtitious 


dotage. Upon this part of your argument 
we ſhall reſt ſatisfied, in having adduced as 


deciſive teſtimony of the divinity of Chriſt 


as any you advance in favour of his abſolute 


humanity: I have neither attempted to inva- 


lidate, or depreciate, the force of your cita- 
tions ; though in. the hands of a diſciple of 
Em. Swedenbourg, he has only to adopt your 
mode of reaſoning, and the ſole divinity vf the 
Godhead might be figuratively reſolved into 
that of our Lord and Saviour. I maintain, 
that if you embrace a literal interpretation 
on your fide of the queſtion, and reject it on 
the other, you muſt, in order to reconcile it, 
have recourſe to ſuch conſtruction, and ſuch 
ſubterfuges, as is not allowable with any 
writing whatſoever. 


This mode of interpretation, with which 


you are ſo familiar, has, I truſt; been ſuffi- 
ciently 


* = 


— * - 3 ' . 1 
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EE. 
ciently expoſed in various parts of this letter, 
and ſtands forth no leſs conſpicuous, I think, 
in the argument that follows. Being preſſed 
pretty ſtrongly with the text, 7? know the 


grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that though he 


was rich, yet for our ſakes he became poor, that 
we, through his poverty, might be made rich; 


c the phraſes,” you ſay, © being rich and 


e cor, are not ſynonimous to a ſtate of pre- 
e exiſtent glory on the one hand, and a 


voluntary abdication of it on the other, 


« though ſuch an interpretation ſuits your 
e [Dr. Price's] hypotheſis.” Unitarians, 
you know, think the paſſage admits of a dif- 
ferent and more natural interpretation, agree- 


able to their principles; at any rate, how- 


ever, you would never reſt a doctrine of this 


magnitude on the ſuppoſed meaning of a ſingle 
expreſſion manifeſtly figurative. It is true, 
Sir, that you are here confronting the Soci- 
wan with the Arian hypotheſis; but my de- 


Letters to Dr. Geddes and Dr. Price, p. 44. | 
- ſign 
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1 ſign being, as I have before ſtated, only to 
expoſe the inconſiſtency of your ſyſtem, and 
that by your own acknowledgment, if the 

Trinitarian be exploded, the Socinian doc- 
trine has the only claim to rational aſſent; 
upon that ground, and as far as they tend to 

overthrow ſuch unwarrantable ſentiments, 
my opinions may be allowed to coincide 
with thoſe of Dr. Price. He naturally pur- 
ſues the queſtion, and aſks, When did our 
Lord poſſeſs riches? When did he exchange riches 
for poverty, in order to make us rich? In this 
world he was always poor and perſecuted. In 
reply, you ſay, Why may not a man be ſaid to 
be rich, who has the power. of being. ſo, or is ſup 
pbpoſed to have that power? Now Martha ſays 
to Chriſt, * I know that even now whatſoever 
thou wilt aft of God, God will give it thee. 
And he himſelf ſaid, when he was appre- 
_hended, that he could have prayed to his Father, 
and that thereupon he could have ſent him legions 


* John i, 22. 
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of angels to reſcue bim. Was not this to be 
rich and powerful? And might not his de- 
clining the actual poſſe on of riches and power, 
which were within his reach, be called his be- 
coming poor? 


To ſuch wretched guibbling and evaſion, for 
ſurely this may be called ſo, I forbear to 
anſwer; and you had much better have re- 
courſe, as in a former inſtance, to the igno- 
rance of St. Paul, or the interpolation of his 
ſecretary. Beſides too, your curious mode of 
reaſoning will not, I think, fully meet an- 
other paſſage of the ſame author, evidently - 
alluding to, and directly explanatory of this. In 
Phil. 11. 6, he n Chriſt, * Who oy in 


Dr. Price adduces this paſſage as ſubverſive of the Socinian 
hypotheſis; but in his own verſion of it has taken an unwarrant- 
able liberty with the original, to favour his own; who being in 
the form of. God, did not covet to be honoured as God, our 
ap XY aOV mynoaſo T0 eh 10% Ot -.. This Dr. Prieſtley muſt 
doubtleſs think properly tranſlated: I deny both its propriety and 


Juſtice, —Vide Letters to the Dean of Canterbury, Dr. Price, 
and Mr. Parkhurſt, p. 137. 
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the joru of God, thought it not robbery to be 
egal With God; bert made himſelf of no repu- 
tation; and being found ia faſhion as a man, be 
bunbles hii:jelf, aud vecame obedient unto death, 
even the death of he cr0/5, In this interpreta- 
tion of the former paſſage there is no figure 
oj foeech, it is 2 direct and plain aſſertion, de- 
 livered in terms witch the moſt illiterate 
could underſitand: The zature of the riches 
which Chriſt poſicfied is here unequivocally 
expreſied, and the exhibited pattern of Chriſt's 
humility is an on or appeal to a previous 
belief. But this inſtance of benevolence, this 
compaſiionate love for mankind, is ſtill no- 
thing more, you tell us, than what any ober 
mam might have done; and the author of an ex- 
cellent article in the Theological Repoſitory, after 
| baving examined every text in which mention is 
made of the love of Chriſt, can diſcover no allu- 
fron to a greater ground for it, than his love to us, 
manifeſted by bis dying and ſuffering for us: 


t Vide Letters to Dr. Geddes and Dr. Price, p. 43. 
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and how could his condeſcenſion to become incar- 
nate for us have been overlooked by all theſe 
writers, if in their idea this great event bad 
ever taken place? "SR: Wer 
As I have not the Theological Repoſitory 
to refer to, I cannot look into the examina- 
tion of the texts, though from the inference 
drawn from it, what has already been ad- 
vanced upon the ſabje& warrants my opinion 
that it cannot have been over-ſcrupulous, or 
that it muſt have been made with the moſt 
adverſe prepoſſeſſion. Without beating over 
again the former ground, when we are told 
by the ſame Apoſtle, that We are bought 
with a price; and what price, if Chriſt was 
a mere man ſacrificed to the malice and rage 
of the Jews? By another, That we are re- 
deemed with the precious blood of Chriſt, al of a 
lamb without blemiſh, and without ſpotz—By a 


1 7 


1 Cor. vii. 23. 


d 1 Peter, i. 19. 


third, 


( wl 


third, ſpeaking of the Lamb that was ſlain, 
the Lamb that had declared himſelf to be 
Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt: 
For thou waſt flain, and haſt redeemed us to 
God by thy blood—Bleffing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, be unto bim that fitteth upon the 
throne, and Unto the Lainb for ever and ever:* 
AI ſhould think that the author of the Re- 
ſearches had found modes of accommodation 

to preclude that conviction, which other- 
| wiſe ſuch paſſages could not fail of bringing 
along with them.“ Let us now ſee whether 
St. John explains St. Paul more in your fa- 
vour, than St. Paul has hitherto explained ; 
St. John : he certainly does ſay, Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down. 
Bs life for his friends; but does he mean to 


9 Rev. v. 9, 12. 
1 4 I code wiſh the reader to compare . objection of Dr. 
Prieftley azainſt the pre-exiſtence of Chrift, with the anſwer of 
Mr. W in his 8th and gth rr. 
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intimate from theſe words uo merit in Chriſt's 
condeſcenfion? does he only mean to ſay, I, 4 
nan like yourſelves ſent by God, and enabled 


by his power to guide you into all truth, 
will even ſhew the greateſt love one man can 


ſhew to another, by laying down my life for 
your ſake? In this, and the preceding 
chapter, our Saviour is comforting his diſ- 
ciples with the hope of heaven. And having 
told them he was about to leave them, he 


relieves their deſpondency. with this tender 
and ſolemn inj unction: * Let not your heart 
ebe troubled; ye believe in God, believe alſo 


* in me. Iam the way, and the truth, and 
« the life. No man cometh unto the Fa- 


A 


« 


a 


* 


ſhould have known my father alſo, and from 


c 


«© Greater love than this hath no man, that 


cc 


ec 


I who came forth from theFather, and am 


come into the world ; . Who now. leave 


me 


ther but by me. If ye had known me, ye 
henceforth ye know him, and have ſeen him. 


a man lay down his life for his friends. 


\ 
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e the world, and go to the Father, am ready 
« to lay down my life for you, that by my 
e death ye may be reſtored to everlaſtin g 
ee life. Theſe things have I ſpoken unto 
© you in proverbs : the time cometh, when 
“I ſhall no more ſpeak unto you in pro- 
“verbs, but I ſhall ſhew you plainly of the 
Father. At that day ye ſhall aſk in my 
e name, and I ſay not unto you, that I will 
« pray the Father for you: for the Father 
«© himſelf loveth you, becauſe ye have loved 
« me, and have believed that I came out from 
© God.” The reſult of this inſtructive con- 
ſolation was this plain avowal of his diſ- 
ciples, Lo! now thou ſpeakeſt plainly, and ſpeabeſt 
no proverb, now are we ſure that thou knoweſt 
all things, and needeſi not that any man ſhould 
aſk thee. By this we believe that thou camefi 
out from God. ; 5 


I have dwelt pretty fully upon this paſſage 
of St. John, becauſe I think it as forcible 
| an 


— 


an evidence of a pre- exiſtent ſtate of glory, 


as words can convey. Our Saviour prays to 
be glorified with the glory which he had with 


the F ather before the world was; he had 


finiſhed the work he had to perform, he had 


now only to fulfil the ſcriptures by his ſuf- 
ferings, to manifeſt the power of his reſur- 
rection, and to return to judge that world in 
righteouſneſs, that he had ſaved by his mer- 


ciful interference. Upon the ſuppoſition of 


mere humanity, what merit had he to aſſume? 
Many have ſuffered martyrdom in the cauſe 
of truth, and have triumphed and exulted in 


a cruel and ignominious death, which our 


Saviour endured with ſo much agony and ſor- 


row. Surely, whatever were his ſufferings, 


they might all have been drowned in the 


greatneſs of his recompence and the cup that 


he prayed might, if poſſible, de removed from 
him, the glorious reward annezed to his 


obedience, ſhould have made him gladiy 


drink it to the very dregs. And (if I ma 


ſpeak 


ſpeak it without blaſphemy) does there exiſt 
that human bein g—for. according to your 
ideas, any individual might have been 8 ſe⸗ 
lected for the heavenly purpoſe—who would 


feel any merit in the ſacrifice he was making 
to mankind, when the end of it was to pur- 

chaſe to himſelf unutterable and immortal 
bappineſs? But when we keep in view his 
pre-exiſtent ſtate of glory, then the merit of 
the ſacrifice is heightened by every circum- 
ſtance that attended it ; then we view our 
bleſſed Redeemer grieving for the perverſe- 
neſs and obſtinacy of impenitent man, and 
praying for the forgiveneſs of thoſe to whom 
he ought to have heen an object of adoration; 
then we can account for the troubles and ſor- 
rows of his heart; then every groan, and 
every ſigh, become a tribute of pity to man- 
kind, and ſhew a ſuffering beyond the ſharpeſt 
pains and agonies of diſſolution to inflict, 
and leave a remembrance of ſuch a death to 
| commemorate, as no human being ever co uld 


have undergone. Another 


L 13 } 


Another proof you exhibit of our Savi- 
our's humanity, and which is nearly con- 


cerned with his death, is the circumſtance of 
laying down his life, which you ſay he did not 
do by a voluntary diſmiſſiun of his own ſpirit, 
but expired as other men did, by the exhauſt- 
ing of the vital powers! 

The opinion of Dr. Price, that there was 
ſomething miraculous in our Lord's death, 
and that it was the immediate effect of bis own 
volition, 18, we know, ſupported by Jerom, and 
afterwards by Dr. Doddridge, who, from the 


ſingularity of the phraſes, ape 70 TVEULGS= 


aged ut To TV, united to the aſtoniſhment 


of Pilate at his being ſo ſoon dead, thought 


he diſcovered ſomething that exceeded the 


ordinary courſe of nature. I am ready to 
/ 


confeſs, that ſo far from finding any confirms 
ation, I ſee little or no ſupport for ſuch a con- 
jecture. The various phraſes of the Apoſtles 
pn, To uefa, £ZemvVEUTE, ragiò urs 10 TVEULG, 
1 are 


f rn F 

are certainly, in the beſt claſſical writers, all 
expreſſive of expiring mortality; and why 
ſhould we wiſh to refer to a proper act of his 
own, what muſt, and appears to have been, the 
natural conſequence of Chriſt's crucifixion. 


In this part of your argument fmply taken, 
I think you have the advantage; though 
when you connect it with the intereſting con- 
troverſy, the deduction is abſurd, and the 
diſputation uſeleſs. The only queſtion to 
be reſolved, is, Whether Chriſt voluntarily 
gave to his enemies a power over his life, for | 
the final purpoſe of our redemption ; or whe- 
ther like any other man he was unjuſtly 
tried, condemned and executed, and had no 
means to ſave himſelf, had he thought pro- 
per? Now that he had ſuch means is evident 
from his own declaration, to the perſon who 
had reſiſted with his ſword the aſſault of 
thoſe who came to ſeize him Put up again 
thy ſword into bis place: for all they that take 
the 


? 
* 
7. 
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the fword ſhall periſh with the ſivord. Thinkeft 
thou that I cannot nom pray to my Father, and 
he ſhall preſently give me more than twelve 
legions of angels? But how then ſhall the ſcrip- 
tures be fulfilled, That thus it muſt be? 


If it be allowed that Chriſt died upon the 
croſs, the mere act of expiring (whether we 
ſuppoſe it to have been a diſmiſſion of life 
when the end was accompliſhed, or th enatu- 
ral effect of excruciating agony) cannot affect 
our doctrine of redemption. The point at 
iſſue between us, does not reſt upon the in 
mediate ſuffering of our Saviour, or on his 
mode of releaſe from it, but upon that un- 
ſpeakable love towards mankind, which made 
him ſubmit to thoſe ſufferings for our ſakes. 
It was becauſe he. had life in bimſelf, and be- 
cauſe he had a ri gb to diſpoſe thereof,* that in 
conſiſtence with the decree and diſpenſation | 


Matt. xxvi. 52, 53. 
John v. 26 
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of almighty wiſdom, he ſays, No man taketh 
it from me, I lay it down of myſelf; conformable | 
to what he urged before Pilate, Thou couldeſt 
bave no power at all againſt me, except it were 
given thee from above; therefore be that de- 
livered me unto thee hath the greater ſin. 


Thus, Sir, though I admit the ſtrength of 


your particular argument (which allowance, 


however, being only conjeftural, can by no means 
eftabliſh the poſitive validity of it) ſtill I main- 
tain it to be wholly inapplicable to the pur- 
poſe for which you deſign it. But having 
looſened as you think one ſtone-of the build- 
ing, and ſeeing the moment when all would 
totter and fall, you tell us, that if Chriſt had 
power to lay down his life, be had alſo power to 
take it again;* for this is the language uſed 


d The Greek had better be rendered no man forceth it from | 


me Oudus agel au x Take does not expreſs the full meaning 


of the word 2i4:v. The violence of man could do me no harm, 
if I did not permit it. | 
* John x. 17. 2 by 


[( 17 J 
by Chriſt himſelf, and conſequently both ſides 
of the propoſition muſt be meaſured by the 
ſame ſcale of proof. Now the plain and 
univerſal language of ſcripture, ſpeaking of 
1 Chriſt's reſurrection, deſcribes him as one 
whom God raiſed from the dead; Mor dbes 
there occur a fingle expreſſion, that, by any mode : 
1 of conſtruction, can be interpreted into an inti- 
mation that his diſciples had the idea of bis hav- 
ing raiſed himſelf from the dead. 


This aſſertion, Sir, is, I think a little too 
bold, when. our Saviour himſelf, in anſwer to 
the Jews, who demanded of him a convin- 
cing ſign of his authority, replied, ® Deftroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raiſe it up. 
The expreſſion is undoubtedly figurative, 
but the explanation immediately follows— 
Forty and fix years, ſaid the Jeus, was this 
temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in 


Letters to Dr. Horne and Dr. Price, p. 129. | 
= Vide John ii. 19. Matt, xvi. 61. Mark zive 58. oy 
| I 3 : 8 three 
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a explained by the voluntary ſurrender of him- 
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three de? Bos * ſpake (ſubjoins the Apo- 
ſtle) of the temple of his body, And this in- 
formation, he tells us, was derived from the 
circumſtance of his reſurrection. When there 
fore he was riſen from the dead, his diſciples re- 
membered, that he had ſaid this unto them, and 


they believed the ſcripture, and the word which 


Feſus bad ſaid. 


You muſt allow then, Sir, that there 1s a 
fingle expreſſion, which, without any forced 
conſtruction, may be interpreted into an in- 
timation that Chriſt's diſciples had the idea 
of his having raiſed himſelf from the dead; 
at the ſame time it cannot be denied, that the 
general language of the ſcripture ſpeaks of 
Chriſt as being raiſed up from the dead by 
the power of God the Father. Granting 

therefore this to have been the general belief, 
and that the power of laying 4. his life, 
and the power of taking it again, may be fairly 


ſelf 


| | 
[ Oy 

ſelf into the hands of his enemies, and the 
the neceſſity of his reſurrection, becauſe it 
was impoſſible that he ſhould be bolden of death; 
what ſtrength does fach a conceſſion add to 
your hypotheſis? It is not the cauſe, but the 
conſequence of the reſurrection, with which 
we are concerned; and your argument will 


here ſtand preciſely upon the ſame ground 


with the former one. But in aſſerting, you 
will ſay, the divinity of Chriſt, if you allow 
the ſuſpenſion of it in any one caſe, you muſt ; | 
in all; and therefore, if Chriſt did not raiſe 
himſelf from the dead, neither can he by his 
own power raiſe others from the dead. ] truſt 
I have ſtated your inference in the ſtrongeſt 


manner, and we will now examine the juſtice 
of it. 


In the firſt place, we are not aſſerting the 
abſolute divinity of Chriſt, but the union of 
the divine and human nature in the ſame 

* Vide p. 87. 5. wk 
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perſon. We are as little able to define the 
form and mode of that union, as we are 
to ſuſpend or limit their *ſeparate or collec- 
tive exertions. In one place we find our Sa- 
viour attributing all glory to his Father; in 
another, that all men ſhould honour the Son, eben 
as they honour the Father.” Reaſon muſt be 
loſt in this myſterious labrynth, and faith 
alone can ſupply us with a clue. If our Sa- 
viour did not openly claim the power you 
refuſe him, there might be room for your 
ſuppoſition. If he did, it is repugnant to 
what I think the firſt principle of Chriſ- 
tianity. Let us hear then his own expreſs de- 
claration :. For as the Father raiſeth ap the 
dead, and quickeneth them, even ſo the Son 


' quickeneth whom he will. We can alſo ſup- 


port this declaration with the viſible mani- 
feſtation of the very power he claims. 


When our Saviour comes into Bethany, 
Martha, the brother of Lazarus, meets him, 


Pp John V. 22. 


and 


h | 
L 121 J 
and in the bitterneſs of lamentation and de- 
ſpair cries, Lord, if thou hadft been here, my 
brother had not died—But I know that even now 
whatſoever thou wilt aſt of God, be will give it 
thee. Teſus ſaid unto her, thy brother ſhall riſe 
again. Not daring to underſtand him in 
any ſenſe that favoured her wiſhes, ſhe ſays, 
I know that he ſhall riſe again in the reſurrec- 
tion at the laſt day. Jeſus ſaid uuto her, I am 
the reſurrection and the life, he that believeth 
in me though he were dead, yet ſhall be live. 
When they were come to the tomb where 
Lazarus was laid, and had taken away the 
ſtone from it, Jeſus lifted up bis eyes, and ſaid, 
Father, I thank thee that thou hadſi heard me. 
And as if to prove that his command was ab- 
ſolute over death, as he ſhewed it to be in the 
caſe of Jairus's daughter, and the widow of 
Nain's ſon, he ſtates his compaſſion for the 
ſurrounding; multitude, and his deſire of im- 
preſſing upon their minds the belief of his 


1 John xi. 21, & ſeq, a 
character 


Y I22 ] 


character and miſſion, - as the immediate rea- 
ſon of this addreſs to his Father And I 
know that thou heareft me always : but becauſe of | 
tbe people which fiand by 1 ſaid it, that they 
may believe that thou haſt ſent me. That the 
only begotten ſon of the God of Iſrael was 
ſent upon earth for their ſalvation, was the 
important leſſon they had to learn; and when, 
after his crucifixion, they found their ſup- 
poſed temporal, changed into a ſpiritual de- 
livery, the words and the action would fo 
harmonize together, that they mult have be- 
lieved that Jeſus Chriſt was the ſon of God, 
and that believing they might have life 
through his name. The recollection of an 
aſſertion confirmed by his own reſurrection, 
muſt have ſtruck them with the fulleſt con- 


* 
John i. 42. 


Let any one compare the circumſt ances which attended this 
miracle of our Saviour, with thoſe of the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
as inſtruments of the Almighty to reſtore life, and then afk him- 
ſelf if his Lord and Redeemer differed only from them in a greater 
participation of the divine power. | = 
viction. 
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viction, And this is the will of him that ſent 

me, That every one which ſeeth the S on, and be- 

lieveth on him, may have everlaſting liſe: and 
T will raiſe him up at the laſt day. 


Thus, Sir, there ſeems to me to be not 
only a poſitive avowal of our Saviour's power 
to raiſe the dead, but a direct and open dif. 
play of that power; nor are the ſcriptural | 
proofs leſs deciſive about his coming to judge 
the world. You tell us, indeed, that 2h18 
Me, in whatever it conſiſts, and in <phatever 
manner it may be diſcharged, is no more peculiar 
to Chriſt than that of raiſing the dead. The 
concluſion we admit to be juſt, though, from 
the conſtruction of our ſeparate premiſes, 
the propoſition in the form of a ſyllogiſm 
would aſſume very oppoſite conſequences ; 
both, however, being made to depend upon 
the intermediate proof, namely, upon the 
power that Chriſt exerted in raiſing the dead, 


John vi. 40, 44. 


the 
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WE 


the Chriſtian muſt weigh their reſpective 
claims to his aſſent in the balance of the 


ſanctuary. 


In order to bring Chriſt's power of judging 


the world to the ſame level with your idea 


of his raiſing the dead, you quote a paſſage 
in Matth. xix. 28. * Verily I ſay unto you, that 


ye which have followed me, in the regeneration, 


when the Son of man ſhall fit in the throne of his 


Flory, ye alſo ſhall fit upon tape lve thrones, judg- 


ing the twelve tribes of Iſrael. To this you 
add a ſecond quotation from 1 Cor. vi. 2 ; 
Do ye not know that the Saints ſhall Judge the 
world? Know ye not that we ſhall judge angels? 


and then alledge, that whatever ſuperiority 


to angels is ever ſaid to be given to Chriſt, 


| bs here ſufficiently intimated to be given to all 


Chriſtians. Upon this occaſion the literal 
ſenſe is ſo apt to your purpoſe, that we are 


Letters to Dr, Horne, &c. p. 143. 
: told, 
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told, if we underſtand the term judging 
literally with reſpe& to Chriſt, but fgura- 
tively with reſpect to his diſciples, this 1s 

quite arbitrary, and unauthoriſed. Had you, 
Sir, not been arbitrary enough to have taken 
this undue authority, much controverſy 
would, I am ſure, have been ſpared. I ſhall 
forbear even to comment on the errors oc- 


caſioned by the uniform tranſlation of the 


word gww,' fo judge; and I ſhall meet the 


E 


_ expreſſions as they ſtand, without attempting 


to give them any unwarrantable conſtruction. 


In the firſt paſſage you quote, words 


cannot more expreſsly declare a power and 


commiſſion granted and delegated by Chriſt 


t That this is not its conſtant ſenſe in ſcripture will appear 


from the following paſſages: Luke xii. 57, and John vii. 24, the 
word judge muſt mean to diſcern, to form a mental opinion. In 
Acts xvi. 15, and Rom, xiv. 5, to think, eſteem, &c. Acts xv. 
19, and xvi. 4, to decide, determine. A paſſage alſo in 1 Cor. 
il. 15. © He thatis ſpiritual judgeth all things,” is a plain proof 


that the judgment of ſaints and * does not mean a judg- 


ment to condemnation. 


to 
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to his diſciples. The ſecond quotation is an 
evident alluſion of St. Paul's to this com- 
miſſion, and which, in the revelation of St. | 
John, is more fully expreſſed; And I jaw 
thrones, and they ſat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them, What was the nature 
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or extent of this commiſſion, the completion 
of the event can alone unravel: it may poſ- 
ſibly, as many learned men imagine, exhibit 
the victory of Chriſt over thoſe wicked. ſpirits 
to whom his ſervants were captives, and 
who, raiſed with him to the ſeats of heavenly 
glory, ſhall witneſs the condemnation of 


thoſe who are reſerved in chains of darkneſs 


to the judgment of the great day. But, with 
whatever degree of probability ſuch an opi- 
nion may be ſupported, it is only opinion at 
beſt. That our Saviour is tojudge the world 
in righteouſneſs I cannot doubt, when I am 
confronted with theſe his own declarations: 
| [- All power is given unto me in heaven and in 


5 Match. XXviii. 18. 


eartb. 
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earth, 7. be Father judgeth no man, but bath 
committed all judgment to the Son. ] am the 
reſurrection and the life. * Verily, verily, I ſay 
unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when 
| the dead ſball bear the voice of the Son of God? 
and they that hear ſhall live. For as the Father 
bath life in himſelf, fo hath he given to the Son 
to have li ife in bimſelſ. Marvel not at this: 
for the hour is coming, in the which all that 
are in the graves ſhall hear his voice, and 
ſhall come forth, they that have done good, unto 
the reſurrection of life; and they that have done 
evil, unto the reſurrection of damnation. * T, ben 
ſhall appear the fign of the Son of Man in heaven: 
and then ſhall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they ſhall ſee the Son of Man coming in the 
clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. 
And he ſball fend his angels with a great ſound 
of a trumpet, and they ſhall gather together bis 
elect from the four winds, from one end of beaven 


* John v. 1. John xi, 25. 


| * John v. 25, &c. 
* Joha v. 28, » Matth, xxiv. 30. 
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to the other. *© When the Son of man ſhall come 
in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, | 
then ſhall he fit upon the throne of his glory: And 


before him ſhall be gathered all nations; and he 


ſhall ſeparate them one from another, as a ſhepherd 
divideth his ſheep from the goats: and he ſhall 
ſet the ſheep on his right hand, and the goats on 
bis left. Then ſhall the King ſay unto them on 
Bis right hand, Come, ye bleſſoa of my Father, in- 
Berit the kingdom prepared for you before tbe 

foundation of the world. | 


This, Sir, 1s our Saviour's own awful and 
ſublime deſcription of his ſecond advent; and 
if you can collect from it no idea of prece- 
dence, except in degree of beings like our- 
ſelves; if you think yourſelf not authorized 
to infer from it, that Chriſt will hereafter 
exerciſe any more power than he did on 
earth; which, you ſay, was no more than any 
other man, aided as he was by God, might 


Matth. xxv. 31. 


have 
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haye exerciſed, I truſt. I ſhall neyer quit my 
idolatrous worſhip f for ſi uch rational belief. As 
to the proof you bring of this buſineſs of 
OE being totally independant of a ſupe- 
rior nature, from Chriſt's repreſenting it as 
peculiarly proper to him as a man; And hath 
given him authori ty to execute judgment alſo, 
becauſe he is the Son of man :* the very argu- 
ment you adduce in favour of your belief, I 
ſhould bring as the moſt conſoling teſtimony 
of my own faith: for, to this end, faith the 
Apoſtle, Chriſt both died, and roſe, and re- 
vived, that he might be Lord both of the 
dead and lring. And Dr. Campbell, whoſe 
name and opinions every man of letters muſt 
mention with reverence and reſpect, in a 


note on the * paſſage you. quote, ſay 85 


4 « Joka v. 27. 


© The confideration oe SG 
has already been inſiſted on in a former part of this work. The 
Sermon of Dr. Blair, on the Compaſſion of Chriſt, will, I think, 


leave but little weight to Dr. . 3 2 in the mind o * 
reader. 
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& It may be alked, perhaps, What is "the 
ce meaning of che clauſe, beoauſe be is a Son 


C of nan? In my judgment the ümport may 


«© Ys. expreffed in this matter; Beru it 
e tits the ends of Ai bin 28 that the Julke, 
ec 5 avell as Saviour f men, 1 ad e 
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| Hibvini now, Sir, — the A 
of my prefent addreſs to you, I that haften 
to bring my letter to a conclufion. If, in de- 
fending the citadel of truth againſt a danger- | 
ous aſlallant, I have freely uſed the weapons 
of its armoury, you will, I truſt, attribute 
my exertions to a juſt and honourable motive. 
Eniliſted In the fervice of my bine maſter, 
it is probable you may for ever find me a 
zealous adverſary; but, guided by his bene- 
volent inſtructions, it is only. in the field of 
. controverſy, that T feel J can be your. enemy: 


Even there, sir, though Tam prepared t 0 
encounter the ardour of contelt, 1 ſhould be 


ſorry 


e 


ſorry to experience the aſperity of reſent- 
ment. Without reſerve, and without apo - 
logy, I ſcruple not to condemn, your: errors 
with candour; and with firmneſs, it is my 
wiſh, and ſhall: be my. endeavour, to over- 
throw them. To wear away the deep im- 
preſſion of Pr. Prieſtley's s opinions on the | 
minds of many of his followers, would be Tz 
fruitleſs hope; ; to diſſolve the charm of an 
aſpiring reputation, and to leſſen the num- 
ber of his admirers, may be the reſult of 
impartial and unprejudiced enquiry. Much 
as we have been accuſtomed of late to hear 
trumpeted forth the praiſes of 4 manly ſpirit 
of diſſent, of liberal and enlarged habits of thinke 
ing, and the ſolid proof of Unitarianiſm from 
reaſon and ſcripture ; upon theſe fair condi- 
tions, and by this intellectual deciſion, do 1 
deſire my faith to ſtand or fall. Proye me to 
have abandoned the principles of rational en- 
quiry, and I will conſent to acknowledge the 
weakneſs and inſufficiency of my argument; 
KEö;— 8 
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1 1. 
till then, your boaſted emancipation kt 


flaviſh ſuperſtition may be only the perver- 
ſion of a fallible underſtanding; ; till then, 


I ſhall not conſider my belief as a fiction, 

abich, for the magnitude of its abſurdit ty, beg- 
gars every thing in the ſuperſtitions of the world. 
In oppoſition to your hypotheſis, I have re- 
trenched my animadverſions on many of your 
theological tenets, becauſe they will be re- 


-linquiſhed or maintained, in proportion as 


the firſt 1s confuted- or confirmed, With 2 
Socinian's perſuaſion, the doctrines of the 
fall, redemption, and atonement, muſt ap- 
pear to be a mockery and deluſion of the 


human mind; and as theſe are a ſort of 


corollaries to be deduced from the firſt pro- 


poſition, the nature and character of Chrift, a 
rejection of the head- ſtone of the corner 


muſt neceſſarily fruſtrate all farther attempt 
to raiſe "OD our Chriſtian fuperſtruGhure. 


* W 1 Freeholder, p · 86. 


For 


I W 4 
For a ſimilar reaſon I have alſo forborn 
ſeeking any illuſtration from the alluſions of 
the Old Teſtament, where we find the poſe 
tive aſſertions of our Saviour converted into 
figurative repreſentation. Little conviction can 
be expected from a teſtimony that is wholly 
typical; and where we differ ſo eſſentially in 
the expoſition of Evangelical Truth, it were 


abſurd to expect agreement in the interpre- 1 
| tation of prophetical prediction. 
Y It is not therefore, Sir, by extending our 
; | reſearches, that we are likely to arrive at more 


e certain and determinate concluſions; we may _ 

f enlarge the compaſs of our ſpeculations, but 

* we ſhall only perplex the mode of enquiry :— 

a If the doctrine of our Lord's mere humanity be 5 

er 1 the clear doctrine of the ſcriptures, and that the 

Apoſtles never taught any other, the ſame muſt 

be the language of the law; the ſame will be 

found to have been the belief of the earlieſt 

converts to Chriſtianity. But whether the 
ſcriptures 
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ſeeriptures do ſanction or reprobate ach be- 
lief, the unlettered Chriſtian, as well as the 
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It is not that the articles of our faith 
are leſs plainly delivered in the goſpel than 
our practical precepts, but that | the wil- 
dom. of man, who, for the purpoſes of 
human happineſs, is formed to comprehend 
the fitneſs of moral relation, diſdains the 
humility of acquieſcence, where he cannot 
fully comprehend, and would regulate the 
laws of divine appointment by the meaſure 
of a finite capacity. From this miſguided 
application of talents have originated all our 
religious errors. And as you appear to me to 
have facrificed your faith to your reaſon; as 
you have deſcended through every ftage of doubi 
and unbelief to the loweſt degree of Socinianiſu: 
ſtill, as you allow your Creed not yet to be 
fixed, (by which | would underſtand a 3 1 
off 5 A 
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open to conviction) with my ſentiments of 5 
Chriſtianity, it is charity to hope that you 


will reaſcend the ladder of faith, till it leads | 
you to the boſom of your Saviour, and your 


God. 5 


With all * love, 


And with every affectionate with 
for your happinely; 


I have the honour to be 
Your's ſincerely, 


F. RANDOLPH. - 


. N x : 
1 n 4 Ws 
L * * 
* 8 ** o x 
3 
; * I 
I * 5 1 * © $5 
5 1 2 * 2 
* * n 2 1 5 ; 60 * = 
9 * of Y L 
8 7 
1 \ . MA f * 
3 4 * 4 : 
: A * 0 8 4 I++ 
£ 2 rn e ; ” a 
> q N 
25 A » 1 * 4 1 * 3 
1 t * ©, 
3 4 Dt My 
ö 3 N * 8 
2 Ys 
1 2 
** 
* % „ 1 4 0 1 
1 3 
1 , * 


* 2 a y . * 

* £ 33 - * 5 2 
„ . F 28 
2 2 2 5 F ST 

1 1 > 


* 


* 


2% 


ON 


OY 


. 


EP. 
: 
* 


© 
Lf Y 


FE 
21 
* 


4 


”. 
2 * 
id 


* 


BS 
= x 


* 
= 
+ 


Fx 
£4 
. 


1 v.46 2 1 

» a * — * : 
a 3 a 4 44+ 5 3 N {; 
* £54 75 Fo * * 2 FF 


— 
FE] 
”*, 
* 
4 


' 


bn 


* 


* 


1 2 f 7 
K* "2 
Boks. 
” E W 
; - 
- * 
d N < 
- 2 c | 
"Js *. 
ag ahm 
— 
» © 
* * 
” 
* 
* 
* 
. LY 
. 
— 
oy 
% 
* 
ww 


* 4 v 
* b y 4 . ” ' 5 
# 1 7 . % 
' ** 
4 * ” 1 
= : 
* * 
C — * 
* ' 
- * 
4 I « . 
0 * 
8 
. 5 
- 
* 
* 
. 
7 
" ” 
p & 
: 
25448 dane; Rr 7 4 - 2 
pu — R er 9 5 r _— 
* * $4 + * 6 1 a 7 * 


F 


„ 


